EPHESIANS 2:19-21

Righteous Resolutions for a New Year

Pastor Dale Mclintire

We know very few details about the author of Psalm 71. We don’t know his
name. His we don’t know the exact circumstances under which he writes the Psalm.
But we do know some facts about the author form what he included in the Psalm.
We know he trusted his life to God. We know he felt surrounded by enemies and
chose to call out to God for deliverance and rescue. We know he was older and had
trusted God since he was young. We also know he made several resolutions in his
Psalm that warrant inclusion in our lives of faith today.

First Resolution: My mouth is filled with your praise, declaring your
splendor all the day long (Psa. 71:8). It is so easy to grumble and complain about
the things that don’t suit us; to have our mouths full of bitterness and destruction,
but imagine the joy if we resolve to fill our mouths as the Psalmist did! Rather than
declaring the deficiencies of others, why not focus our words on the excellencies of
God!

Second Resolution: My mouth will tell of your righteousness, of your
salvation all day long, though I know not its measure (Psa. 71:15). Even though he
knew he could not fathom the full extent of the implications of God’s mercy, he
resolved to tell the story anyway! We don’t need all the words or all the answers, but
we do well to tell the story as best we know it as often as we can.

Third Resolution: My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you—I
whom you have redeemed (Psa. 71:23). Do you see the reason that joy inspires
praise? It is because of redemption, because of mercy not merely contemplated but
applied by God. It is the Savior not the circumstance that produces joy. Here we too
may come to find joy not in the pleasantness of our situation but in the sacrifice of
our Savior!

Fourth Resolution: My tongue will tell of your righteous acts all the day
long, for those who wanted to harm me have been put to shame and confusion
(Psa. 71:24). This is a resolution of faith as well as a report of grace. The Psalmist
expects to be heard, rescued, delivered, and helped. He resolves both to trust God
and to make known the results of his trust. That should be us in the New Year:
resolved to trust God and to make known his response as we trust in him.

With these four resolutions in place in our lives we might well face this New
Year with the Psalmist’s faith, “As for me, [ will always have hope” (Psalm 71:14).
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Cornerstone Community Church Board Minutes
Joann Mattson, Church Clerk December 2008

This month’s board
meeting was attended by Pastor
Dale Mclntire, Sharron McCann,
Jim Chupurdia, Maxine
Chupurdia, Linda Mclntire, and Jo
Ann Mattson. Pastor Dale called
the meeting to order.

Jo Ann Mattson
abbreviated minutes from
November board meeting.

Treasurer Maxine
Chupurdia presented the
treasurer’s report. The general
fund balance is $12,980.13; the
balance for all funds is
($285,747.01); giving year to date
is $1,902.80 over budget

No CE Ministry Board
report.

No Elder Ministry Board
report.

Sharron McCann gave the
Hospitality Board report:

[ The kitchen is packed up for
the move.

I A “picnic’ chicken dinner was
served last Sunday.

I The Hospitality Board will
meet the second Tuesday of
January.

There was no Missions
Ministry Board report.

In her absence Val
Gustafson had submitted a written
Service Ministry Board. She has
read a training book for ushers and
greeters and has ordered copies.
She 1s looking for a date in January
to have an usher/greeter training
session. The usher/greeter lists will
be updated.

Linda MclIntire reported for
the Outreach & Evangelism Board:
| Laurie Popham wrote an article
for the December Evangel. Linda

read
the
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will write for the January issue.

[ There were about 20 people
from church that took part in
caroling at Sawtooth Ridges on
December 12",

[ Twelve people ordered the
Christianity/Cults pamphlets.

[ Their board is looking into
planning an O/E event.

Trustee Ministry Board
chairman, Jim Chupurdia, reported:
| The building project is moving
forward.

[ Jim has made contact with
MN/DOT regarding a sign to our
new building.

[ The boundaries of the driveway
into the new building need to be
defined somehow until there are
snow banks.

Old business:

I A snow blower has been
purchased for Jake McCormick, the
youth pastor in Grand Portage.

[ An advertisement announcing
our move has been place in the
newspaper and Northern Wilds

I Welcome folders — will look
into further at later date.

[ Prayer Week will be held in
homes (except Wednesday) the
week of January 4-10.

[ Open House at new building —
January 18" from 2:00 — 4:00. Pens
will be given away (Pastor and
Linda will order). We will serve
cheese and crackers, finger food,
punch and coffee.

I The quarterly business meeting
will be held January 11™ following
a potluck dinner.

New business:

Pledge envelopes — Maxine will
order.
Adjourn.

The Kaspar ds Czech

December 08

Dear Friends,

A full home for the holidays

Would you believe we were able to
cram 40 students into our
apartment yesterday for a
Christmas party! Yes, it is
possible. And yes, it was quite
chaotic. But we had fun! On
Monday we visited 4 English
classes at the junior high school a

few minutes from our home and
invited all the students to a
Christmas party the next day. We
were not sure if 5 kids or 40 would

show wup, and obviously we
underestimated. Lucie and | are

still giddy with excitement, and are
praying about where to go from

here. Most of the kids that came

live only a few minutes from us,
and itds <clear t hat
much to do. Though it was fun, we
wondt try inviting
our home again,
to destroy our home, nor good
relations with our neighbors!  Next
Tuesday wedre
to our church building for another
Christmas party. This may be the

start of new youth group, and
wedre praying that
touch with all these students!

Sharing the Gospel through
English

Thank you for praying for the
English weekend we attended in

November. Our church in Vsetin
has a great English program
established, and these 3 -month

courses always end with an English

weekend at a hotel in the

mountains!  What a great way to
(Continued on page 3)
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learn English! Lucie and | led
Usher/Greeter List conversational classes at this retreat,

January 2009 and we enjoyed getting to know many
new people. One evening we shared
with the group about our marriage and
the differences we have being from
Maxine & Jim Chupurdia Audrey Pollock different cultures. Then | shared
Paul Brandt Bob & Carol Murray about the one thing we share in
Larry Gamer Maxine & Jim Chupurdia common, which our marriage is based
upon: our faith in God. Some people
heard the Gospel for the first time
that night, and they openly discussed it afterwards! We pray that these people would continue thinking about
Christianity and attending these English courses.

Usher Greeter

Val Gustafson Nelda Westerlind

Training Youth Leaders

Lucie is a member on the board of youth | eaders in our
training weekend for youth leaders around the country. These weekends take place 4 times a year, and are great

for encouraging and supporting youth leaders as they are receive teaching and share ideas from youth group
together.

Good hye, Ray - ray

Last weekend we traveled to Vienna, Austria with our English camp team and the extended summer interns to
debrief their last 7 months here. This fall 8 summer interns stayed in Czech to learn more about youth work as a
missionary. They were paired up with JV workers to support them, and | got to be with Ryan, aka Ray -ray. He
inspires those around him to want to know God more. God has filled him with a passion for telling anyone and

everyone about the Gospel. And God bl essed me wi thmapbhavetived irRGzech longer than!l i n k .

Ray-r ay , but heds challenged and taught me | hape © Isee Rayrray herd o u t
again someday, and | know God has cool things in store for him wherever he goes!
Czech family and Christmas

I recently met Lucieds relatives fr AMmhadegreatftima! hletr s fsum et d «

more and more of my new family here, and share with them the Christian work we are doing with young people.
We | ook forward to celebrating Christmas Wi/ (thé bigLdaychere ihs
Czech) Then we celebrate again on the 25 ™ with our American friends at the Ellenwoods!
Prayer Requests
i Continuedc ont act with t hese ne Wworagdgoadglace to meetyand foreChrigtians from
church to start helping us with these students
i That we carkeep going deeper with Christian students we already know, like Martina and Debora
i Direction forRay-ray and the extended summer interns as they return to America and decide their next
steps in life

With the new year wil!/l come more opportunities to teach
God has in store!

Peace in Christ,
Brad and Lucie

"Equipping young leaders in Eastern Europe to fulfill Christ's Commission"
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Is It Bitter or Sweet?

Linda Mclntire- Outreach and Evangelism Chairman

So far all the articles we, the Outreach and Evangelism Committee, have submitted are ones that encourage you to reach out
to your neighbors and friends with acts of kindness prompted by the Holy Spirit. When people know you care they are more likely to
listen to what you say, because they recognize that it comes from a heart of true love and concern. Whether it is wearing a How Can
I Pray for You? button, asking one of the weekly questions from the bulletin, baking a pie for your next door neighbor, shoveling a
driveway for an elderly unsaved friend or inviting people over to play games at some point outreach must flow into evangelism:
sharing the good news of Jesus.

People have often told me that they shy away from actually sharing the gospel because they are afraid that they might be
asked a question they can’t answer or they might find themselves in the middle of a religious debate. Be assured preparation is
always necessary. We have to know how to explain “the hope that is in us”.(I Peter 3:15 ) But I would like to encourage you with
something A.W. Tozer once said: “A man with an experience is never at the mercy of a man with an argument.” This has always
given me courage. I know what I have experienced: forgiveness of sins, peace, provision, protection, confidence of eternal life, a real
relationship with the living God. Can anyone’s “scholarly” arguments diminish or nullify what I’ve experienced in Christ? No. My
feeble attempts to explain might seem foolish to the unbeliever, but I will always go away confident that I am “on the winning side.”
As for not being able to answer all their questions, I have found that saying: “That’s a great question. I don’t know the answer, but I
will definitely look into it and get back to you with an answer as soon as I find it,” has always sufficed.

Recently I was looking up some information on Ray Comfort’s website, Living Waters and I found this article that I thought
you’d enjoy reading. I hope you find it as encouraging as I did.

“Our faith isn’t intellectual; it is experiential. We don’t know about God, we know Him. At the University of Chicago
Divinity School, each year they have what is called “Baptist Day.” On this day the school would invite one of the greatest minds to
lecture in the theological education center. One year they invited Dr. Paul Tillich. Dr. Tillich spoke for two-and-a-half hours proving
that the resurrection of Jesus was false. He quoted scholar after scholar and book after book. He concluded that since there was no
such thing as the historical resurrection, the religious tradition of the Church was groundless, emotional mumbo-jumbo, because it
was based on a relationship with a risen Jesus, who, in fact, never rose from the dead in any literal sense. He then asked if there were
any questions.

After about 30 seconds, an old preacher with a head of short-cropped, woolly white hair stood up in the back of the
auditorium. “Docta Tillich, I got one question,” he said as all eyes turned toward him. He reached into his lunch sack and pulled out
an apple and began eating it. “Docta Tillich (crunch, munch), my question is a simple one (crunch, munch). Now, I ain’t never read
them books you read (crunch, munch), and I can’t recite the Scriptures in the original Greek (crunch, munch). I don’t know nothin’
about Niebuhr and Heidegger (crunch, munch).” He finished the apple. “All I wanna know is: This apple I just ate—was it bitter or
sweet?”

Dr. Tillich paused for a moment and answered in exemplary scholarly fashion: “I cannot possibly answer that question, for I
haven’t tasted your apple.” The white-haired preacher dropped the apple core into his crumpled paper bag, looked up at Dr. Tillich
and said calmly, “Neither have you tasted my Jesus.” The 1,000-plus in attendance could not contain themselves. The auditorium
erupted with applause and cheers. Dr. Tillich thanked his audience and promptly left the platform. “Taste and see that the Lord is
good: blessed is the man that trusts in him.” (Psalm 34:8)

Yes, learn how to share the gospel effectively, pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, speak boldly and know that no argument
can ever diminish your precious salvation experience.



