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THE CORNERSTONE EVANGEL 
EPHESIANS 2:19-21 

 A very significant pattern emerges from even the most basic reading of the New Testament. 
When Jesus teaches he expects that his words will have an effect. As Paul writes he often  uses the 
strategy of cause and effect. He describes the theological cause (Jesus) and calls for an effect 
(obedience). The author of Hebrews uses a similar strategy. He describes the excellencies of Jesus 
then inserts warnings and instructions regarding the response he expects from his audience. 

 God’s word anticipates that those who read and take to heart what is written will be 
transformed by Christ who is present in his word, and that the transformation is not only one of 
thinking but of living. The Bible expects that right thinking will lead to right living, that there will be a 
cause and effect relationship between the power and grace of God and the will and conduct of 
believers. Those who hear the gospel should repent and believe. Those who repent and believe 
should walk in newness of life. Those who walk in newness of life should increase and abound more 
and more in love. Each cause should have an effect in the heart and conduct of those in whom the 
gospel works. 

 A problem develops when God’s word fails to produce the intended effect in a person’s life. 
There is a problem when a person professes Christ but resists obedience. There is a problem when 
a person claims to be filled with the Spirit but lacks the fruit of the Spirit. There is a problem when a 
follower of Jesus conducts herself or himself like a daughter or son of the Devil. There is a problem 
when a people saved by mercy have no mercy for others. 

 We must conclude one of two thing when these problems are present in our lives. Either there 
is something wrong with God’ and his gospel, or there is something wrong with us. You can guess 
where I think the problem lies. Paul describes in Romans 7:22-23 the condition that interferes with 
this cause and effect sequence. He writes, “For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I 
see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members.” James calls such a man as this a “double minded man” 
(James 1:8). 

 Fortunately, there is a provision and response that realigns the heart with God’s cause and 
effect. Ephesians 4:21-25  says, “. . .assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in 
him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and 
is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the 
new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. “ Put off the old self, 
through faith, and put on the new self, also through faith. Let God complete the work he started in us 
by totally yielding ourselves to him. Let his cause have its effect for His glory and our good. 

Cause and Effect 
Pastor Dale McIntire 

 1 Cedar Grove Lane, Grand Marais, MN  55604 

218—387-2090 



Cornerstone Community Church Board Minutes 
Joann Mattson, Church Clerk   February 2009 

display showing missions information. 

Met with the pastor of Lincoln Park 

Community Church about a possible 

short-term missions work and worship 

project there. Planning stage for going 

to Pelican Rapids (Juan Felipe). 

Looking for team leaders for these 

projects. 

 

Linda McIntire gave the Outreach and 

Evangelism Ministry Board report: 

Article in the Evangel on introvert/

extrovert evangelism. Showing of the 

movie ñFireproofò was well-attended 

and received. There will be a second 

showing of ñFireproofò on February 

20. 

 

Valerie Gustafson reported that the 

Service Board is working on 

developing an information sheet for 

ushers/greeters. 

 

Jim Chupurdia gave the Trustee Board 

report: Volunteers are cleaning the 

church in about 2 hours; going well. 

He will ask for a written schedule for 

the cleaners. Jim will check on a 

change of trash pick-up day, for 

convenience. We should budget for 

loan payments. (First due in July) 

 

M/S by Pastor Dale McIntire and 

Mary Hay to accept the board reports 

as presented; carried. 

 

Old Business: 

¶ We discussed the issue of a 

congregational secretary, including the 

possibility of budgeting for and hiring 

a secretary. 

¶ Sharron McCann and Irene Laine 

will be working on welcome 

pamphlets. 

¶ Offering envelopes have been 

ordered and are available. 

¶ The March board meeting will be 

on March 31 and be the budget 

 The February board meeting 

was attended by Pastor Dale McIntire, 

John Hay, Mary Hay, Jim Chupurdia, 

Max ine  Chupurd ia ,  Va le r i e 

Gustafson, Linda McIntire, Sharron 

McCann, Joel Pike, and Irene Laine. 

  John Hay called the meeting 

to order and Valerie Gustafson 

opened in prayer. 

 Irene Laine read the minutes 

from the January 20 board meeting.  

M/S by Pastor Dale McIntire, Sharron 

McCann that the minutes be approved 

as read; motion carried. 

 Maxine Chupurdia distributed 

the treasurerôs report.  The General 

Fund income year-to-date is 

$71,627.94, which is $4282.39 over 

budget.  The balance in the General 

Fund is $11,396.62.  M/S by Pastor 

Dale McIntire and Linda McIntire that 

we table acceptance of the report until 

the next meeting; carried. 

 

Board reports: 

Mary Hay gave the CE Ministry 

Board report: The CE Board is 

carrying on as usual. Young people 

need to think about registering for 

camp. 

 

John Hay gave the Elder Ministry 

Board report: The board continues to 

work on the position paper regarding 

divorce/remarriage and service on the 

Elder Board. 

 

Sharron McCann gave the Hospitality 

Ministry Board report: Sunday treats 

are doing well. We hosted a 90th 

birthday party for Lois Staples on 

Sunday, February 15. We served pie 

after the showing of the movie 

ñFireproofò on February 7. Volunteer 

help for hospitality is needed and 

appreciated. 

 

Joel Pike gave the Missions Ministry 

Board report: Working on a wall 

meeting. 

¶ John Hay will continue to 

investigate and plan the computer 

pages. 

¶ Jim Chupurdia will check on a 

blue highway sign directing to 

the church and on other sign 

issues. 

New Business: 

¶ Pastor is distributing mail to 

appropriate ministry mailboxes. 

¶ Pastor would like to see a 

ministry group for men ï service and 

study. 

¶ Discussion of need for small 

group ministry; think creatively! 

¶ Creative use of building, with 

guidelines. 

¶ Discussion of preparation for 

worship before service. 

¶ Conference for Operation 

Christmas Child: expansion of 

community participation? 

 

Move to adjourn. 

 

Irene Laine, substitute for clerk 

Page 2 The Cornerstone Evangel  
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 No matter what our personality is, extrovert or introvert we are all called by God to be a witness and to 

witness to the unsaved about their need of Christ. Last month I introduced the book, Evangelism for the Rest of 

Us, by Mike Bechtle, in which he relieves the guilt feelings the introverts have about not being more 

extroverted in witnessing, by saying that the problem isnôt with their personality, but that they need to learn to 

ñwitness in ways that are compatible with who God created you to be.ò  

 Each personality type, though different, has strengths that can be used by God in witnessing to the lost. 

In case you are not quite sure which type you are or what makes the other type tick, here is a thumbnail sketch. 

 

How We Are Different 

 

We can see the implications for evangelism: 

Extroverts are not afraid to speak up, can approach people easily, can think clearly on their feet and are not intimidated 

by peopleôs questions. They get to the point quickly and are outspoken enough to take risks in conversations and are not 

afraid to talk about difficult issues. 

Introverts  are cautious about their approach to people. Since they canôt depend on an outgoing personality they tend to 

purposefully depend on God to work through them. They can be patient and minister in a personôs life over a long period 

of time. They reach fewer people, but tend to build deeper relationships with them.. 

 The important thing to remember, no matter what your personality, is that God has given us the commission to 

make disciples. No one is exempt or excluded. We each have a role to play. Quiet people can more easily become friends 

with quiet people and witness to them in a friendship situation. Outgoing people have little or no trouble talking to 

people about Christ.  

 Here are four things to keep in mind: Evangelism is a team effort. ñI planted the see, Apollos watered it, but 

God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 

(1Cor.3:6,7) Both types of people are needed and without excuse when it comes to evangelism because each has the 

power of the Holy Spirit available to them. We donôt ñdoò evangelismïGod does. God uses us, but Heôs the one who 

convicts and saves. We follow Godôs promptings and then leave the results with Him. We canôt influence unbelievers 

if we donôt ñhang outò with them! We canôt just pray for the unsaved, we have to be involved with them. God uses us 

the way he made us. The more we can accept our unique personalities, the more effective we will be in fulfilling the 

great commission. 

 We are all on the journey and though we may take different routes according to our personalities the destination 

is the same-making disciples. 

Extroverts Introverts  

Reach out to get energized 

Feel drained when alone 

Concentrate easily 

Action oriented 

Same in public and private 

Keep emotions inside 

Think out loud 

Make decisions easily 

Act, think, act 

Verbal in large groups 

Reach in to get energized 

Feel drained around people 

Are distracted easily 

Thought-oriented 

Different in public and private 

Let emotions out 

Think alone 

Need time to make decisions 

Think, act, think 

Quiet in large groups 

Evangelism for the Rest of Us (Part 2) 
Linda McIntire- Outreach and Evangelism Chairman 
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 I'd like to remind you of something I said this last Sunday about why we as a church do 
missions: The cross of Jesus is real.  His resurrection is real. And because of that event Jesus has 
very real power to change real lives. I don't mean to labor on the obvious. But when I think about 
church and Christianity in general, it's the transformed lives that stand as a testimony to the reality of 
our faith and our Jesus.   

 I was trying to explain the gospel to a co-worker last week on the way down the Gunflint after 
work. I was thankful that rather than mind-numbing cliches, the Lord brought to mind the very real 
testimony of a very real changed life – a friend of mine and an acquaintance of my co-worker. The 
power of the gospel is seen in the testimonies of real lives really changed. From darkness and 
meaningless pursuits that lead to death, to a life lit up with the power and the joy of the Son.      

 As we meet together as a church week after week there are actually very few testimonies of 
the power of God in our lives shared. And it's easy to forget the awe, the falling on our knees in 
gratitude that so great a God would love such great sinners and make such a great difference in their 
lives. It's a difference no yoga class, or good energy, or positive thinking, or book on building 
community telling us to try harder not to gossip, will make. I pray every Sunday, and have for a few 
months now, that our weekly time of worship and preaching and serving would not be in vain, but 
that Jesus would act on His own behalf, to make very real changes in our lives: healing, hope, 
humility, relationships restored, repentance, energy renewed, and ultimately our being made ready 
for heaven.   

 And that lengthy introduction just to remind you that we do missions and support missionaries 
because we long for all people to be redeemed from wasting their lives and restored to worshiping 
Jesus.   

Extended Hospitality/Housekeeping 
Schedule 

                 **************************** 

    March 2nd    Dale McIntire and Mike Flack 

    March 9th     Jim & Joann Mattson 

    March 16th    Sharron McCann & Val Gustafson 

    March 23rd    John Hay family 

    March 30th    Jim & Maxine Chupurdia 

Summer Short Term Missions Opportunities   

Joel Pike. Missions Ministry Board Chair 

Cornerstone Nominating 
Committee Meeting 

 

Tuesday March 3, 2009 

7:00 PM 

 

Conference Room 
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 So like Paul's letters, now that I've talked about why, I'll talk about the what.   

 I am working on two separate short term mission trips to take place this summer. 
Opportunities for our congregation to serve others. Now that our building has been built it's easy for 
the momentum, energy and excitement to decline. We need new projects and here are just two of 
them: 

 

Lincoln Park Community Church in Duluth, MN    

 This is a church mainly coming from a lower income demographic of the surrounding 
neighborhood, and from the 'Celebrate Recovery' program provided there. 'Celebrate Recovery' is a 
Christ-centered 12-step program. Incidentally, as I look at their brochure, one of their slogans is 
“Real People, Real Change.” Lincoln Park meets in the oldest BGC building in Duluth. But as the 
church has moved its focus towards people who are hurting over the last ten years, many of the 
regular church-goers got uncomfortable and started warming pews in other churches. Pastor Paul 
Van Camp told me that the only people who stick around the church, who are not from 'Celebrate 
Recovery', are those who want to serve and are willing to get dirty doing it. Financially they are 
struggling. Pastor Paul sent out a call for help from the churches of NE Minnesota, asking for those 
willing to come and help in ways their congregation does not have the resources to meet. I met 
Pastor Paul and toured the beautiful, old building. We looked over a 
lengthy list of facility repairs, painting, plumbing, insulating, roofing, etc.    

 So that's the mission, to bless Lincoln Park with our energy, 
construction skills and hospitality skills, to join them for a 'Celebrate 
Recovery' meeting on a Tuesday night or a multi-church block party for the 
neighborhood in early July. I will continue to inform you as the details 
come together. 

 

Cristo La Roca Church in Pelican Rapids, MN   

 (Somebody with better Spanish pronunciation than me better go on 
this one!)  We support Pastor Juan Felipe and his wife Elena through the MBC as they reach out to 
the Hispanics of the Red River Valley. I called Juan this last Monday, not knowing he did not speak 
English – thankfully his daughter translated! Juan is surveying the needs of his congregation and 
community to see how we could help. This is another opportunity for us to serve, but at the same 
time an opportunity experience how God is changing lives in other places, specifically through a 
missionary we support. Juan told me that if we were to come and put on some kind of children's 
program, there would likely be a very good response. He also said he would like to come to Grand 
Marais sometime this spring to give a testimony of what God is doing in Pelican Rapids. This trip 
may happen over a weekend in late summer.    

 I will be more actively gauging the interest in these two opportunities in the coming weeks. 
Which means I'll be talking to you. I'll be looking for a team leader for each trip who can work with me 
and Pastors Paul and Juan to work out the details.   

   

Grace, Joel 

 

“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to 
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (Rev 1:5,6)      
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The Creech Report  

Chris Creech, BGCðSingapore 

 

February 3rd, 2009 
 
Dear Friends and Loved Ones, 

  

We are in the midst of being overwhelmed with work.  Classes are now in full swing.  Among all the 
things that I am doing, I am teaching the largest class at the seminary, 34 students.  I am also now 
the Chaplain of the school.  Faith is very busy preparing for and teaching what is called PIM, 
Partners in Ministry, a class for wives of the seminarians.  She is heavily involved in mentoring these 
ladies.  It is even more difficult than what I am doing in one important way.  The wives are not 
required to learn English.  Even though many are taking English classes or already speak English, 
the task can be quite difficult for Faith.  She is also getting ready for a Christian public school 
teacher's workshop in March.   

  

Once again, keep us posted with prayer requests, etc. 

  

Verse of the week:  "So shall My word be, which goes forth from My mouth.  It will not return to me 
empty without accomplishing what I desire and succeeding in the matter for which I sent it."  Isaiah 
55:11 

  

February 23rd, 2009 
 
Dear Friends and Loved Ones: 

  

Another story from among the students:  Joseph and Mary (not their real names, but close) have had 
a ministry in a large country where there can be persecution of Christians.  However, what they have 
been doing is quite dangerous.  Unable to enter a country to the north of the large country where 
they reside, a country which is one of the most repressive on earth, they go from town to town along 
the border of this repressive country.  They minister to people from this country who are able to come 
across the border to see them.  They go from house to house all along the northern border of their 
country, which is on the border of this other country.  They have been doing this for three years.  This 
is quite dangerous as the country in which they reside would certainly place them into prison if they 
knew what they were doing.  Now, they are students at EAST.  Every time we learn the stories of 
these students, we are amazed.  What a privilege to serve here! 

  

Verse of the week:  And be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ has forgiven you.  Ephesians 4:32 

  

Hi Dale, 

  Thanks for the interest.  I am quite busy, writing notes for the classes that I am now teaching 
and the ones in the future.  Though I have taught these courses in the past, all of the notes must 
typed for the students who are new at using English.  Many are from Korea and China.  At present, I 
am teaching New Testament Survey and an elective course in Philippians.  This means, believe it or 
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not, I am among the most busy of the teachers.  There is a simple reason.  Intense time with 
students is required to help them, not only academically, but also spiritually. 

 The stories go on and on.  Joe (not his real name) is here to prepare to teach in Korea.  After 
his M. Div. he wants to seek a Ph. D. There is a great need to train those in ministry in Korea 
because the church has grown so dramatically in the last generation.  He is apart from his family as 
his wife is working in Korea to support the family.  He cannot work here due to immigration 
laws.  The school is concerned because of his separation from wife and family, but this is not an 
unusual commitment.  Somehow they must pay the bills while he is in school. 

 Another is Tunji, a Nigerian veterinarian who has surrendered to a call to return to Africa and 
work among Muslims.  He is the one of the brightest students in the school.  He is here with his wife 
and two children.  I am amazed at his maturity and handling of difficult situations in cross-cultural 
reactions with Asians!  What a joy. 

 There are many who are preparing to go underground into the Middle East.  Many have 
already been there a number of years and intend to go back. 

  Hope that gives you a flavor of what is going on here. 

 

Your friends in Jesus,  

Chris & Faith Creech, Singapore 

(Continued from page 7) 

 Salvation Army Presents Ministry Opportunity 

   Dale McIntire, Salvation Army Board of Directors  

 
The board of directors for the Cook County Salvation Army Service 
Unit have once again approved an “Easter Dinner Distribution” to 
supplement the joy of the season for families in need in our county. 
We will provide bags of food with all the components for a 
traditional “Easter Dinner” to families that request them. 

 

The food will be available for pickup on the first Monday in April. 
We need folks to help us package bags of food. This should take 
only a couple hours on a Saturday morning. Other tasks may 

include moving the bags from the packaging center to the distribution location. There may be about 
80 bags of food to be packaged, moved, and distributed. 

 

Does this ministry sound “right up your alley?” Good! Sign up in Cornerstone Commons or call us 
and let us know you want to help: 387-2090. 

OUTREACH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY: North Shore Care Center 
Ministry at the Care Center occurs about every six weeks. Needed: Song leader, singers, 
instrument players, object lesson speakers, pray-ers.  Please see Nelda Westerlind for more 
information. 



Seeking to Reduce Abortion Is Not Necessarily 

ProLife  posted by JT at Thursday, February 26, 2009   Between Two Worlds Blog  

This is a superb sentence by Frank Beckwith: "Reducing the number of these discretionary acts of 
killing simply by trying to pacify and/or accommodate the needs of those who want to procure or 
encourage abortions only reinforces the idea that the unborn are subhuman creatures whose value 
depends exclusively on someone else’s wanting them or deciding that they are worthy of being 
permitted to live." Very well said. Beckwith offers the following illustration: 

Imagine if someone told you in 19th century America that he was not interested in giving 
slaves full citizenship, but merely reducing the number of people brought to this country 
to be slaves. But suppose another person told you that he too wanted to reduce the 
number of slaves, but proposed to do it by granting them the full citizenship to which they 
are entitled as a matter of natural justice. Which of the two is really “against slavery” in a 
full-orbed principled sense? The first wants to reduce the number of slaves, but only while 
retaining a regime of law that treats an entire class of human beings as subhuman 
property. The second believes that the juridical infrastructure should reflect the moral 
truth about enslaved people, namely, that they are in fact human beings made in the 
image of their Maker who by being held in bondage are denied their fundamental rights. 

Just as calling for the reduction of the slave population is not the same as believing that slaves are 
full members of the moral community and are entitled to protection by the state, calling for a 
reduction in the number of abortions is not the same as calling for the state to reflect in its laws and 
policies the true inclusiveness of the human family, that it consists of all those who share the same 
nature regardless of size, level of development, environment or dependency. 
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Note from Pastor Dale: 

The following inclusion is a blog post from Justin Taylor from his site, “Between Two Worlds.” 
Regardless of what position you take related to the issue of abortion, I think the ideas include here 
are worthy of extended prayerful consideration and thought them worthy of your attention. 

Congregational Administrative Assistant Needed Immediately!  It is becoming 
increasingly apparent that Cornerstone needs someone with a heart for ministry to assist our 
interactions with the broader community. We need someone to answer the phone, prepare 
community communications, and assist Pastor in congregational and community ministry. Some 
computer experience helpful. Heart for Christ, heart for people, and able to make the time 
commitment, essential. One and a half to two days a week on a consistent basis preferred. 
Please contact Jim Chupurdia or Pastor Dale McIntire for more information.  

http://theologica.blogspot.com/2009/02/seeking-to-reduce-abortion-is-not.html
http://www.moralaccountability.com/abortion-reduction-debate/why-reducing-the-number-of-abortions-not-necessarily-prolife/
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Cornerstone Community Church 

 It is simply wonderful to be in the new church building. Like a new house, however, there are 
some open items that are in still process. Soon you will see mirrors in the bathrooms and a door 
closer for the men’s bathroom. We are also exploring options for additional coat hanging. In the 
spring we will have to address landscaping, a new sign, some work on the pond and potentially 
additional work on the parking lot. The Decorating Committee is developing a plan for the interior of 
the church. 

 Most of you are familiar with the funding that allowed us to build the church. In addition to the 
money raised from contributions and sale of the parsonage there are two outstanding loans. One 
loan is for $240,000 and one is for $175,000. 

 The loan for $240,000 is a near mirror image of the contract for deed now held by Higher 
Education for the purchase of our previous building. Their monthly payment of $1754 is the same as 
our payment and is used accordingly. This loan will be paid in full in June of 2011 when the balloon 
payment is due from Higher Education. 

 Payment for the second loan is $175,000 and is currently structured with five annual 
installments of $15,572 and a balloon payment of $154,674 in July of 2013. It can be paid earlier 
without penalty. The funding for this loan relies totally on our contributions. The first payment of 
$15,572 is due July 22, 2009 (not December as previously reported). After paying for the door closer 
($309) and the mirrors ($508) we will have approximately $13,400 in building funds available for our 
July payment. Obviously we are counting on your contributions to make up the balance, to start 
putting us in position to make next year’s payment, and to make the balloon payment in 2013. In 
addition, landscaping, a new sign, potential parking lot needs, and the interior decorating will require 
some funds. 

 We were blessed with a skillful general contractor and subcontractors. However, there are 
some items that need correction. We have a list of items to be corrected, but if you see something 
that needs to be rectified please inform one of the Building Committee members. These individuals 
are me (Jim Chupurdia), Maxine Chupurdia, Larry Gamer, John Hay, Joe Kirkeby, Bob Murray, 
Andrew Warren, Pastor McIntire, and Linda McIntire. 

Building Status Update Report 

Jim Chupurdia, Building Committee Chair 


