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THE  CORNERSTONE  EVANGEL  
EPHESIANS 2:19-21 

 There is an incredible  Easter text in the New Testament that is written by an eyewitness to 
the resurrection, but is not in the gospels. The verse is found in the first chapter of 1 Peter: ñBlessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.ò The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the divine activity through which Godôs blessings come to human 
beings. Look at the spiritual blessings that are ours through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
 First, there is mercy. Godôs first offer to us acknowledges our need. Guilty people need mercy. 
Impoverished people need mercy. Weak and defeated people need mercy. We stand before God 
insufficient to make the slightest case for our own defense, so completely without merit that at one 
place in the Scriptures  human righteousness is classified as filthy rags. Yet, the resurrection of 
Jesus is an act of mercy not towards Christ but towards us. God gave his Son to pay the debt we 
owed but could never pay. And that debt is paid in full. The payment is made on the cross, certified 
by the resurrection and received by God when Jesus ascended into heaven. God in his mercy 
makes a way for us to surrender our sin and gain new life. 

 Second, there is new birth. We have been born again. Look at the little babies around you. 
They are full of untapped potential. Their life stories are not yet written , the blank pages awaiting the 
ink of experience. To be born again is to have the resource pool of potential refilled after someone 
has pulled the plug.  We were dead in our trespasses and sin, but God made us alive, He caused us 
to be born again. We did not cause ourselves to receive this blessing. God caused it. 

 Next, there is a living hope. It is a living hope because it is hope based in a living Savior. A 
dead guy might have had great ideas while he was alive, but he canôt help you when heôs dead. 
Nothing he can do for you. A living Savior, however, retains the power to intervene, to assist, to help, 

and to bring about the deliverance we need. Our hope is in One 
who lives. 

 By sending Jesus to the cross and then raising him in 
power form the dead, God demonstrates that his love for us is 
without limit where it concerns his Son. He gave his best. What 
are giving in return for Godôs best? What faith or obedience or 
trust or sacrifice are you releasing to God for his glory? When 
God released Jesus from death, he released great blessing 
into the lives of those who believe. What are we releasing to 
him? 

Incredible  
Pastor Dale McIntire  

 1 Cedar Grove Lane, Grand Marais, MN  55604 

218ɂ387-2090 



Cornerstone Community Church Board Minutes 
Joann Mattson, Church Clerk   March 2009 

 The church board focused entirely on budget preparation at their March meeting. Results of their labors will 

be available in the May edition of the Evangel. 
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Extended Hospitality/
Housekeeping Schedule 

                 **************************** 

    March 30th    Jim & Maxine Chupurdia 

    April 6th      Joel Pike Family 

    April 13th      Judi Twiest and Irene Laine 

    April 20th      Dan Viren Family 

    April 27th      Andrew Warren Family 

 Salvation Army Presents Ministry Opportunity 

   Dale McIntire, Salvation Army Board of Directors  

 
 The board of directors for the Cook County Salvation Army 
Service Unit have once again approved an ñEaster Dinner 
Distributionò to supplement the joy of the season for families in 
need in our county. We will provide bags of food with all the 
components for a traditional ñEaster Dinnerò to families that request 
them. 

 The food will be available for pickup on the first Monday in 
April. We need folks to help us package bags of food. This should 
take only a couple hours on Saturday morning April 4th (10:00 AM 

in the basement of the Congregational Church, 200 W. 2nd St.). Other tasks may include moving the 
bags from the packaging center to the distribution location. There may be about 80 bags of food to 
be packaged, moved, and distributed. 

 Volunteers are also welcome to assist their neighbors who come to the food shelf location on 
Monday April 6, 3:00 PM to pick up the dinners. Ministry here will involve lots of smiles, asking a few 
demographic questions, and perhaps helping folks carry their bags to the car. Please let Pastor Dale 
know if you would like to share in this ministry. 

The òNew Church Buildingó Decorating Committee 

It may seem as if nothing is getting done, but that 

is not the case. The committee has been very busy 

planning  and researching the decorating 

possibilities. Three local professional decorators 

were consulted and their suggestions were greatly 

appreciated. The committee will be posting 

pictures of the projects they have been 

considering so that you will be able to see some of 

their ideas and make comments about them.  

At this point there is no budget for decorating 

which is one reason for the lack of decorations, 

however a few monetary donations have come in 

for which we say, òThank you.ó  With next yearõs 

budget we hope to implement some of the projects.  

Linda McIntire -Decorating Chairman  

Roxann, Sharron, Renee, Heather  



Resurrection Fellowship Dinner  

Once again, families wishing to share their Easter dinner 
together in fellowship with other Cornerstone families 
will do so following the morning service on Easter Sunday. 

 

Baked ham will be provided, as will beverages. Families 
who wish to share in this meal should plan on bringing a 
side dish sufficient for themselves and one other family. 

 

Families are asked are asked to sign up and note what 
foods they will bring. The sign up sheet will be available 
March 29 and April 5th. Families will NOT be excluded if 
they do not sign up.  
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Annual Community CrossWalk  

and Good Friday Service 
Friday April 10, 2009 

 

The annual Community CrossWalk will be held Friday April 10th at 
6:00 PM. The procession will assemble in the high school parking lot. The 

route starts to the east at St. Johnõs and the Free Church, then heads south down 1st Ave E. to the Senior Cen-
ter. From there, west along Wisconsin St to the Java Moose parking lot. Then up 3rd Ave W to the Commu-
nity Center, then east to Bethlehem  Lutheran Church. 

 

 The Community Good Friday service will held at Bethlehem Lutheran Church at 7:00 PM. Pastor 
Dale McIntire will be speaking. 

Resurrection Sunday 

April 12, 2009 
Sunday School    9:15 AM 

 

Resurrection Celebration 

10:30 AM 

 

Resurrection Fellowship Dinner 

12:00 PM 

(Cornerstone Commons) 

òFor the word of the cross 

is to those who are perishing 
foolishness, 

But to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God¬ 

1 Corinthians 1:18  
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Iôve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy...Where? 

Outreach and Evangelism -Lori Popham  

 

 I have been thinking about evangelism. It really begins with our relationship to Jesus. Do people see in 
us something they would be interested in knowing more about?  What observations are people making when 
they see our behavior or hear our conversations? 

 We should be radiating the joy of having Jesus imbedded in our hearts. It should be obvious  to others 
that we have something they want. 

 L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ /ƘǳŎƪ /ƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǉǳƻǘŜΣ ά!ƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΣ ǳǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦέ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ 
goes beyond inviting someone to an event, a special speaker, or a church service. We need to live evangelism 
ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΤ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻōǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ 
watching how we live and the choices we make. Are we really reflecting joy and a love for Jesus that people 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ōŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻΚ LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ǎŜƭŦ-examine and ask God for help in renewing and 
living with joy in Jesus. 

 After sharing my thoughts with Linda Mc, she brought out an article she had recently read in PRAY 
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦ 9ȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ άtǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ CŜŀǎǘέōȅ /ƘǊƛǎ 
¢ƛŜƎǊŜŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΥάL ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ άƘŀǾŜ ǘƻέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎςjust another obliga-
ǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ {ƻ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ L ǿŀƴǘ 
to go? I knew the hosts. 

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǎƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜ ŦƻƭƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
exactly known for their sense of humor or their abilitiy to relax and have a good time. I assumed the party would 
reflect their character, so I went without feeling any excitement or anticipation, made an appearance, returned 
home, and crossed it off my to-do list. 

The would-ōŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǎǘ όaǘΦ ннΥм-14) seemed to have the same kind of 
ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
wanted to come. Some invitees simply ignored the request, others may have made excuses, and still others had 
ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƭŜ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ !-list guests 
ƘŀŘ ǊƻǳƴŘƭȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΤ ƘŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ Ƙŀƭƭ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊπ
vants into the streets to invite everyone. The festivities went on as scheduled, but many people missed the 
chance of a lifetime. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜΥ ²Ƙȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ ƻŎŎŀπ
ǎƛƻƴΚ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘΦ !ƴŘ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊŜŀŘŦǳƭƭȅ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
their host, and the sad result was that they missed out on sharing his joy. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜŀŎπ
tions more than objective facts do. Perhaps the first step into the kingdom, then , is not being convinced of 
truth but getting a vision of the joyful, generous character of the Host. 

For people outside of the kingdom to accept an invitation into it, they need to perceive the King as goo and 
ƭƻǾƛƴƎ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ IƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ IƛƳΦέ 

 

{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ά5ƻǿƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘέ, but also on our faces, in our conversations and evi-
dent in our every day lives. 
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March 2009        THE CREECH REPORT 

 

Dear Friends and Loved Ones: 

 

 We continue to see real blessings in our ministry in Singapore.  As in the past, some of the 
information in this prayer letter has been duplicated from email updates.  If you have already seen some of 
this material, please forgive the repeat.  If you are not receiving our email updates and would like to 
receive them, please email us with your email address at cfcreech5@msn.com  We would love to keep you 
informed in a more regular manner. 

 Faith is very busy in two ministries.  One is called PIM which stands for Partners in Ministry.  This is a 
ministry for seminary wives, helping them to prepare for being a part of the ministry that they have been 
called to perform with their husbands.  Faith meets regularly with several wives whom she is personally 
mentoring.  In addition, she is actively involved with leading classes for the wives of the seminary.  As an 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ CŀƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ 
and herself by non-Christians and Christians. 

 A second ministry for Faith is a new one in Singapore.  The seminary is attempting to develop a 
mentoring program for Christian public school teachers.  There is a reason the public school system in 
Singapore is considered the best in the world.  The teachers are under incredible pressure. They work 
twelve hours a day by contract.  In addition, they are expected to spend extra time on weekends and during 
holidays performing other classroom functions.  The pay is low and the emotional problems that come with 
the pressure of making Singapore schools the best in the world are quite high.  The result is a very high 
drop out rate and many Christians give up before gaining an opportunity for ministry.  East Asia School of 
Theology (EAST) just had a seminar for Christian teachers. Sixty two were in attendance.  Faith was one of 
the organizers and a workshop leader.  During the seminar, the teachers were asked if they would be open 
to being mentored by an experienced school teacher from the seminary.  Many responded positively.  You 
might be praying for this new ministry. 

 Chris is staying quite busy also.  Because so many of the students have weak skills in English, all of 
the notes must be typed for each class session.  This means on top of teaching, he is busy typing all of his 
notes for New Testament survey, Old Testament survey, Biblical Backgrounds, Hermeneutics, Homiletics, 
and a class in Philippians that he is teaching this quarter.  He is also receiving many requests to preach in 
various churches and has been asked to serve as chaplain of the seminary. 

 The students at the seminary are amazing!  One of the most remarkable things about these 
seminary students is that almost all of them have been involved in full-time ministry before coming to the 
seminary.  This means that what they will be doing after graduation involves every kind of ministry that can 
be imagined.  As an example, one couple has been serving for the last three years in a large country in Asia, 
a country where Christianity is illegal.  However, what they have been doing is even more remarkable.  
They were unable to enter a country that borders their large country.  It is one of the most repressive 
countries on earth (and quite regularly in the news).  So, they have been moving along the border of this 
repressive country from house to house, ministering to citizens of that country who come across the 
border.  If their own country knew what they were doing, they would be immediately imprisoned, with 
much more dire consequences possible.  Where do you suppose they are going when they finish their 
seminary training?  Throughout the seminary, there are many stories like this one.  These students have 
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been ministering all over Asia and 
the Middle East.  EAST is even 
sponsoring a cross-cultural 
internship, coming in the near 
future, in Egypt, ministering to 
Moslems in that country. 

 The seminary is now 
beginning a new program.  The 
seminary is actively working with 
Christians in a large country in 
Asia, a country where Christianity 
is illegal.  A program is being 
developed where students can 
do part of the work toward a 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
country and part of it in 
Singapore.  At some time in the 
future, we will be asked to go to 
this large country.  Some of the 

Asian professors of the seminary, who are fluent in the language of that country, will soon be making the first 
trips, teaching in clandestine locations.  It is possible that at some time in 2010, we may be asked to go to this 
country to teach an I-term (a cram two week course). 

 Recently we had opportunity to hear a presentation from a missionary in this large country in Asia, a 
Singaporean who has served there for over twenty years.  He shared that the expectation is that there will be 
over 730 million Christians in this country by the year 2018!  When we asked if these figures were reliable, 
we were given statistics to back up the projection.  We were convinced that it is possible.  Wow! 

 DǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  !ƴŘΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
updates. 

 

All our love in Jesus, 

Chris and Faith in Singapore 

 

41 Hume Ave. 09-04 

Singapore 598738 

cfcreech5@msn.com 
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