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THE  CORNERSTONE  EVANGEL  
EPHESIANS 2:19-21 

 Will Smith plays a man at the end of his rope and the end of his life in the recently released 
movie, ñSeven Pounds.ò It is an odd movie, and not one that I would recommend for family viewing. I 
would not call the film entertaining, but it is certainly thought provoking as it sets forth yet another of 
secular societyôs attempts to define redemption. 
 In this movie, Smith portrays a man who has loved deeply and suffered a deep, deep loss. 
The entire film chronicles his attempt to redeem himself in light of the guilt he bears in the deaths of 
one person he dearly loves, and several others as well. Smithôs character gives away pieces of 
himself, of his life, and eventually life itself. He donates a lobe of his liver, a lung, his beloved beach 
house, his heart, his eyes, and finally his life. Each seemingly gracious and noble gift is, in fact, an 
attempt to assuage a guilty conscience. Each gift is  noble, but none is sufficient. 
 In the end, Smith dies in agony alone in the bathtub of a cheap motel. Someone will receive 
his heart and his eyes after his death, but he will receive nothing. The character gives and gives and 
gives, but in the end there is no redemption, no reconciliation, only death, and that with great pain. It 
is the most hopeless film Iôve seen in a long, long time. 
 The world really doesnôt know what to do with redemption. They recognize the need to make 
things right. They recognize the guilt that weighs upon the human soul, but they do not know what to 
do with it.  
 How different is the redemption purchased through Christôs death on the cross. His death is 
sufficient to completely and totally bear and forgive the weight of all our sin. The death of Jesus 
rights all the wrongs we have done against God and provides the strength and hope to right some of 
the wrongs we have done against one another. 
 But there is one more aspect of redemption, of paying the price that sin demands, that we 
ought not to overlook. The death of Jesus, the innocent and sinless Son of God, gains something for 
Jesus. After his sacrifice, he is affirmed by the Father. God raised Jesus from the dead. God exalted 
Jesus to the throne of God. God honored and validated the life and death of Jesus. Jesus gains life 
for us and glory for himself. He is the first among many brothers. 
 When Will Smith ñdiesò in the movie, he gains nothing for himself. All his efforts improve the 
lives of others, but he gets nothing for himself, only death, death well deserved. The only true 
redemption is redemption that benefits both the one redeemed and the Redeemer. True redemption 
comes not through our own hands and effort, but through the God-accepted, successful sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ on the cross. 
 So, we can trust Christ. We have redemption through him and have no need to try to get right 
with God through our own efforts. We simply accept Christôs effort on our behalf and leave our 
burden of guilt on the cross of his sacrifice. Thatôs true redemption. 

Redemption  
Pastor Dale McIntire  

 1 Cedar Grove Lane, Grand Marais, MN  55604 
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Cornerstone Community Church Board Minutes 
Joann Mattson, Church Clerk   April 2009 

 The April church board meeting was attended by Sharron McCann, Valerie Gustafson, Andrew 

Warren, John Hay, Mary Hay, Linda McIntire, Pastor Dale McIntire, and JoAnn Mattson. 

 Pastor gave a short devotional on a healthy church and opened in prayer. 

 JoAnn Mattson read the minutes from the April 7, 2009 board meeting. M/S by Mary Hay, Valerie 

Gustafson to accept the minutes as read; motion carried. 

 The treasurerôs report was prepared by treasurer Maxine Chupurdia and distributed by Andrew Warren. 

The balance in the general fund is $8,777.28. The balance for all funds is ($378,575.75), and year to date 

giving is $3,014.51 over the budget. M/S by Pastor Dale, Sharron McCann to approve the treasurerôs report as 

printed; motion carried. 

 

Board reports 

CE Ministry Board ï Mary Hay 

Last day of Sunday School for this fiscal year is May 31. The adult class may choose to continue to meet 

during the summer. There will be a summer version of the WOW program during the morning worship 

service. 

 

Elder Ministry Board ï John Hay 

Approved Pastorôs vacation time and have pulpit supply for three Sundays. 

 

Hospitality Ministry Board ï Sharron McCann 

There will be a shower held here on Saturday ï Sharron will be here to supervise in the kitchen. 

 

OE Ministry Board ï Linda McIntire 

Starting June 3rd there will be a weekly prayer time at the overlook on Wednesday nights. 

 

Service Ministry Board ï Valerie Gustafson  

The usher/greeter lists and handout have been approved by the elders and are ready for distribution. 

Communion cups have been ordered. Valerie also checked on ordering additional communion plates ï 

available for about $35.00 each. Disbursements have been made from the Helping Hand Fund. The Service 

Board met to finalize their budget. 

 

Trustee Ministry Board ï Andrew Warren 

Nothing new from their board. 

 M/S by Sharron McCann, Mary Hay to accept to the board reports as given; motion carried. 

 

Pastorôs report: 

¶ We will have live internet streaming capacity by the end of April. 

¶ Pastor is blogging at notesfromthenorthlandblogspot.com 

¶ There is a Cornerstone Community Church group on facebook.com ï pictures and events can be posted 

there. 

¶ Annual reports are due by May 23rd. 

¶ National Day of Prayer is May 7th at 7AM. 

¶ EMS Conference this weekend ï Pastor will be involved in one aspect of it. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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¶ Vacation ï May 24th through June 10th. 

     Pulpit supply as follows: 

     May 24     Greg Loper 

 May 31     John Hay 

 June 6      Michael McCAnn?  

Old business: 

     None 

New business: 

¶ Annual meeting will be Wednesday, June 17th at 6:30 

¶ Valerie Gustafson will research new offering plates and bring recommendations to the board (will be paid 

for out of the Elder Ministry Board budget). 

¶ A Mother/Daughter event is in the planning stage. 

¶ Budget finalization. 

 

Adjourn. 

USHER/GREETER LIST FOR MAY 2009 

 

Date Ushers   Greeters 

5/3 Chupurdia  Westerlind 

5/10 Flack/Fortunato Murray 

5/17 Gustafson/Brown Chupurdia 

5/24 Gamer/Brandt  Flack 

5/31 Fortunato  Gustafson 
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SUPPLEMENTAL CHURCH BOARD MINUTES for APRIL 7, 2009  
Joann Mattson, Church Clerk 

 

Pastor Dale McIntire, Linda McIntire, Valerie Gustafson, Maxine Chupurdia, Jim Chupurdia, John Hay, Mary 

Hay, Joel Pike and JoAnn Mattson attended this board/budget meeting. 

 Chairman John Hay called the meeting to order and Pastor Dale opened in prayer. 

 JoAnn Mattson read the minutes from the February 17, 2009 board meeting. M/S by Pastor Dale, Joel 

Pike that the minutes be approved as read; motion carried. 

 Maxine Chupurdia presented the February treasurerôs report. M/S by Pastor Dale, Mary Hay that we 

accept this report as given; motion carried. Maxine distributed the current treasurerôs report. The general fund 

balance is $11,500.06 and the balance for all funds is ($375,030.28). Giving year to date is $ 2,902.47 over 

budget. There was a question regarding camp scholarships, which was referred to the CE Ministry Board. M/S 

by Pastor Dale, Valerie Gustafson that the treasurerôs report be accepted as given; motion carried. 

 

Board reports 

 Valerie Gustafson gave the Service Ministry Board report: They are working on the assembling a hand-

out for ushers and greeters. The elders will review it before distribution. 

 Mary Hay gave the CE Ministry Board report: The children will present the play that they are working 

on at 6:00 on Saturday, May 2nd. 

 John Hay reported that the Elder Ministry Board: Continues to work on the position paper. The Nomi-

nating Committee has the ballot filled out. The Elder Board continues to pray for additional elders.  

 Pastor Dale reported that the Hospitality Ministry Board served lunch after Lois Staplesô memorial ser-

vice. 

 Joel Pike gave the Mission Ministry Board report: They are working with the decorating committee on 

a missions display. They had a prayer time. The Lincoln Park project may be one or two weekends 

(FridaySaturday). Missionary Juan Felipe will be here May 3rd. Book purchase. 

 Linda McIntire gave the Outreach & Evangelism Ministry Board report: There was a second showing 

of the movie Fireproof. There will be a Monday night marriage/Bible study beginning after Easter. 

 The Trustee Ministry Board was given by Jim Chupurdia: A blue highway sign is not allowed by the 

state. The local Girl Scouts have requested using the church building on May 6th for an event for 100 ï 150 

people. MPCA questions. The decorating committee has picked out blinds for the offices and childrenôs minis-

try room @ ~ $ 85.00 each. Pastorôs computer will be moved into the church office. He has agreed to sell it for 

$375.00. M/S by Joel Pike, Jim Chupurdia that the board reports be accepted as given; motion carried. 

 

Pastorôs report: Update on activities. Extended leave discussion 

 

Old business: 

 Trash pickup 

New business: 

 Budget 

 

Adjourn. 
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2009-2010 Cornerstone Budget (Proposed) 

Expense Description 2009 Budget 2010 Budget (Proposed) 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  M INISTRY  BOARD  2400 

Sunday School 1000 1000 

FBI 400 400 

VBS 200 200 

Camp 0 0 

Nursery 0 0 

WOW 200 200 

Misc 100 100 

Camp Scholarships 500 500 

   

ELDER  M INISTRY  BOARD  1350 

Training 50 50 

Worship & Music 300 300 

Discipleship 300 300 

Honorariums 0 600 

Misc 100 100 

   

HOSPITALITY  M INISTRY  BOARD 1800 1000 

   

M ISSIONS M INISTRY  BOARD  7510 

Ellison  (BGC) 1200 1320 

Creech  (BGC) 800 800 

Chapman  (BGC) 1550 1765 

Hill (BGC) 720 720 

MBC General 300 300 
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2009-2010 Cornerstone Budget (Proposed) 

Expense Description 2009 Budget 2010 Budget (Proposed) 

M ISSIONS M INISTRY  BOARD  (CONT.)   

Felipe  (MBC) 700 770 

Marks (WEC) 1050 1155 

Childrenôs Shelter of Cebu 300 330 

   

OUTREACH  M INISTRY  BOARD  3800 

Advertising 500 1250 

Special Projects 1500 900 

Supplies 0 150 

Devotional 0 1200 

   

PASTORAL  STAFF  59688 

Salary 13125 13125 

Housing 23000 23000 

Utilities 7000 7000 

Health Insurance 4700 5200 

Life Insurance 1463 1463 

Pension 3500 3500 

Social Security 3400 3400 

Mileage 3000 3000 

   

SERVICE  M INISTRY  BOARD  825 

Communion 75 75 

Flowers/Gifts 200 250 

Visitor Materials 0 300 



Volume 1 Issue 7  Page 8 

2009-2010 Cornerstone Budget (Proposed) 

Expense Description 2009 Budget 2010 Budget (Proposed) 

SERVICE  M INISTRY  BOARD  (CONT.)   

Misc 200 200 

   

TRUSTEES M INISTRY  BOARD    23808 

Insurance 4000 2500 

Phones 900 800 

Computer Hardware  (Projector) 100 3500 

Copier 1915 1438 

Utilities (PUC) 2000 2760 

Fuel  6000 4730 

Waste 400 480 

Janitorial Supplies 100 500 

Aesthetic Evangelism (Interior w/blinds) 100 1200 

Boiler Maintenance 0 350 

Equipment Maintenance (Copier) 0 600 

Fire Checks 160 250 

Misc (includes plowing, coat rack, sign) 1000 2800 

   

OFFICE  SUPPLIES  2190 

Printer Supplies 750 850 

Postage 550 600 

Paper 600 600 

Bank Charges and Checks 40 40 

Misc 100 100 

TOTAL  93548 100371 
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CCC Nominating Committee Report and Sample Ballot 
John Hay, Nominating Committee Chairman 

 

The 2009 Cornerstone nominating committee, after much prayerful consideration, offers the following ballot 

for affirmation at the upcoming annual meeting: 

 

OFFICE  TERM       RECOMMENDATION  

Church Treasurer    One year term, renewable for 10 years  Maxine Chupurdia 

 

Financial Secretary One year term, renewable for 10 years  Melodee Riddle 

 

Church Clerk  One year term, renewable for 10 years  Joann Mattson 

 

Hospitality Ministry Board Chair      Sharron McCann 

   Four Year Term. Renewable once then one year off. 

 

Outreach & Evangelism Ministry Board Chair    Linda McIntire 

   Four Year Term. Renewable once then one year off. 

 

2010 Nominating Committee     One year term. Eligibility every other year. 

     Affirm six of nine. 

          Nadine Brown 

          JoAnn Mattson 

          Ruth Humphrey 

          Jim Chupurdia 

          Andrew Warren 

          Fern Lovaas 

          Erland Shold 

          Valerie Gustafson 

          Paul Brandt 

Extended Hospitality/Housekeeping Schedule 

                 **************************** 

     The schedule is posted on the church bulletin board.  If you canôt make your 

 scheduled time, please trade with someone.  If you are unsuccessful, please contact  

 Julie Viren at 387-2061. 

If you know of any reason why any of the individuals on 

the ballot should not be affirmed for leadership at 

Cornerstone, please speak with John Hay (387-9669) or 

Pastor Dale (387-2090) immediately. 



1 Cedar Grove Lane 
PO Box 662 
Grand Marais, MN 55604 
 

Cornerstone Community Church 

Thursday May 7, 2009  

7:00 AM  

Grand Marais Evangelical Free Church  


