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 The flags will fly along the promenade at the Harbor. People will throng the parade route. There will 
ōŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 
Day.  

 And we should celebrate with authentic and sincere thanks to God and gratitude to our country men 
for the blessings we have attained. There is no reason to be stingy with praise when we experience the 
ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
be markedly different  than those of the unbelievers around us. 

 You see, we are not dual citizens. When a person comes to faith in Jesus Christ, they become a citizen 
of the kingdom of God and take up a life lived on entirely different principles, and with entirely different 
goals, than what we claimed when we were BC (before Christ.) Dual citizenship would mean that we were 
entitled to all the rights enjoyed by citizens of both countries, but that is no longer the case with the believer. 
²Ŝ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƻǾŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
right to make ourselves and our self-interests the driving factor in our daily living. We no longer have the 
right to ignore the needs of others, to avoid compassion, or to spend our lives serving only ourselves as THE 
priority of our existence. We can no longer crucify others with our words and actions while we avoid the 
cross ourselves. We can no longer feed on the weaknesses of others in order to strengthen ourselves. We can 
no longer dismiss God as irrelevant and his Word as archaic. We live in the world, but we are no longer of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ hǳǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ άŀŘŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻέ ōǳǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘΦ 

 Life in the kingdom of God is life lived not merely in the shadow of the cross, but on the cross. 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ŀƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜέΚ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
make an attractive ornament that would please the world and increase your friends list on Facebook. He 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
allegiances. Kingdom life anticipates the cross. In fact, it anticipates two crosses, his and ours. 

 The countries of this world, even our country, the United States of America, are not the kingdom of 
God. When Christians live truly Christian lives, the world, the nations, the people of the world and the 
powers of the world strike back as their own deficiencies and defects become more clearly seen by the 
increasing holy lives of those who follow Jesus. As we observe Independence Day and celebrate freedom, we 
ought do so as those who are not just politically free or socially free, but radically free from all the tyranny of 
this world. We should live in opposition to all that opposes Christ, both within us and around us. And we 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΦ 
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Cornerstone Community Church Board Minutes 
Joann Mattson, Church Clerk   June 2009 

Present: Sharron McCann, Joel Pike, John Hay, Mary Hay, Pastor Dale McIntire, Linda McIntire, and Valerie 
Gustafson. 
 
I Peter 1:1 ς Encouragement for Board from Pastor Dale: 
Leadership among scattered people; Recognition; Contextualize; Christianization of current conditions 
 
John Hay opened in prayer. John read the minutes from the May board meeting. M/S by Pastor Dale, 
Sharron McCann to approve the minutes as read; motion carried. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 
 
Board reports are in the annual report. M/S by Pastor Dale, Valerie Gustafson to dispense with reading the 
board reports; motion carried. 
 
Hospitality Ministry Board ς Sharron McCann. 8oz and 12 oz. hot/cold cups are now available. 
 
tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
Pastor shared e-mail reports from Greg Loper and Pastor Phil Terrill ς pulpit supply while Pastor Dale was 
gone ς positive experience for both; Memorial service for Donna Linnell on June 13th; Grant Brown and 
9Ƴƛƭȅ CƛƴƪΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нлth. 
 
Old business: 
CE: Linda Bloomquist ς recognition of service; WOW ς need summer help 
Elders: position paper ς work in progress, not ready yet; Sabbatical idea ς present at annual meeting ς 
inform congregation 
Missions: Short term missions ς July 25th - Duluth ς Lincoln Park;  August 27th-29th ς Juan Jose Felipe ς 
Family Camp; Ministry wall 
Outreach & Evangelism Ministry Board: prayer at Overlook ς ƴŜŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΤ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ tƛŎƴƛŎ 
outreach ςparade 
Service: New offering plates due to come in at the end of June. 
 
Valerie Gustafson for clerk 

CCC Nursery Schedule  

July 5   Kim Dossey / Isabel W / ________________________________ 

July 12  Dan & Julie Viren  

July 19  Joann Mattson / Kim Dossey  

July 26  Linda Bloomquist / Patti Gamer  

 

Ministry opportunities are available. Please sign up in the nursery for future dates.  
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Cornerstone Community Church Annual Meeting Minutes 
Joann Mattson, Church Clerk   June 2009 

Thirty-two people attended the annual meeting. John Hay called the meeting to order and shared some 
thoughts. George Bloomquist opened in prayer. 
 M/S by Valerie Gustafson, Irene Laine to accept the agenda s amended; motion carried. 
 aκ{ ōȅ [ŀǊǊȅ DŀƳŜǊΣ WƛƳ /ƘǳǇǳǊŘƛŀ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƪΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΤ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ 
 aŀȄƛƴŜ /ƘǳǇǳǊŘƛŀ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘ ƛǎ 
$7,669.68. The balance for all funds is ($380,934.27). Giving throughout the year was $ 1,501.97 over 
ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘŜŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΦ aκ{ ōȅ WƛƳ aŀǘǘǎƻƴΣ LǊŜƴŜ [ŀƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΤ 
motion carried. 
 M/S by Irene Laine, Mary Hay to dispense with oral church board reports; motion carried. 
 Mary Hay, representing the CE Ministry Board, recognized and thanked Linda Bloomquist for her 
10 years of service teaching Sunday School. 
 IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ {ƘŀǊǊƻƴ aŎ/ŀƴƴΣ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀŦǘŜǊΩ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ 
list. 
 Pastor encouraged us to read his article in the annual report. 
Old business: 
¶  Pond is done and has been approved by the MPCA. 
 
New business: 
¶  M/S by Valerie Gustafson, Mary Hay to accept the building project report as written; motion 

carried. 
¶  M/S by Pastor Dale, Irene Laine to officially thank the members of the building committee for 

their work and disband the committee; motion carried. 
¶  M/S by Jim Chupurdia, Pastor Dale that we affirm Heather and Joe Kirkeby as members of our 

congregation; motion carried. 
¶  Ballots were distributed. Mary Hay and Irene Laine counted the votes. The following were 

affirmed: 
 Church Treasurer-----------------------------------Maxine Chupurdia 
 Financial Secretary---------------------------------Melodee Riddle 
 Church Clerk----------------------------------------JoAnn Mattson 
 Hospitality Ministry Board Chair-----------------Sharron McCann 
 Outreach & Evangelism Ministry Board ChairτLinda McIntire 
 Nominating Committee----------------------------Nadine Brown; Jim Chupurdia; Erland Shold; JoAnn  
       Mattson; Ruth Humphrey; Fern Lovaas 
¶  The 2009/10 budget was presented. M/S by Jim Chupurdia, Irene Laine to accept the proposed 
ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ όŀŘŘŜŘ ϷорлΦлл ŦƻǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎύΤ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ 

¶  M/S by Jim Chupurdia, Ruth Humphrey that we affirm Valerie Gustafson, Irene Laine as auditors; 
motion carried. 

¶  John Hay introduced a Lilly Endowment sabbatical grant program. Discussion followed. A special 
question and answer meeting will be held sometime before the September quarterly meeting. 

¶  {ƘŀǊǊƻƴ aŎ/ŀƴƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ{ǳƴŘŀȅ ƭǳƴŎƘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǎƻƳŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊƛŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 
¶  Nelda Westerlind expressed her feelings on the need for a church secretary. 
¶  John Hay requested help from volunteers for assistance in website development. 
 Adjourn.  
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Extended Hospitality/
Housekeeping Schedule 

                 **************************** 

 Week of: 

 7/06 Virens 

 7/13 G/F Bloomquist 

  Renee Smith 

 7/20 Judy Twiest 

  Irene Laine 

 7/27 Dale McIntire 

  Mike Flack 

 

                 **************************** 

     The schedule is posted on the church 
bulletin board.  If you canôt make your 
scheduled time, please trade with someone.  If 
you are unsuccessful, please contact  Julie 
Viren at 387-2061. 

USHER/GREETER LIST FOR July 2009 

 

Date Ushers   Greeters 

7/05 G/F Bloomquist N. Westerlind 

7/12 V Gustafson  B/C Murray 

 Nadine Brown 

7/19 R/F Fortunato  J/M Chupurdia 

7/26 I Laine   M Flack 

 J Twiest 

we intercede for our friends and neighbors? 

Wonõt you join with the Lord in his loving con-

cern for our city?  

 

Mark these Wednesdays on your calendar: 

July 8,22,  August 12,26, September 9, then 

grab the whole family and come pray.  We will 

be meeting at the Overlook at 6:30. If it is 

raining we will meet at church.  

SHEPHERDõS 

CROOK 

AT THE  

OVERLOOK 

òBut seek the welfare 

of the city where I 

have sent you into ex-

ile, and pray to the 

LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 

find your welfare.ó (Jeremiah 29:7) 

 

Peter reminds us that every true believer in 

Christ is an exile, a òstranger in the world.ó 

We can feel very òat homeó in the places 

where we build our houses and live out our 

lives, but in a very real sense, those who fol-

low Jesus by faith and take up residence in 

the kingdom of God are not home while we 

live in this world. God has for a time left us 

as òstrangers,ó òaliens,ó and òexiles.ó 

 

But he also leaves us with instructions for 

how we are to live and love in this world. The 

LORD commanded the Jewish exiles, through 

the prophet Jeremiah, to make the commu-

nity, the city of their exile, a spiritual prior-

ity. They were to pray for the city. They 

were to seek God for its well -being and its 

prosperity.  

 

So are we to take up the mantle of prayer 

and genuine concern for the community in 

which we live. This is not a option. This is a 

divine command. Wonõt you join on as we pray 

for Grand Marais and Cook County at the Pin-

cushion Overlook throughout the summer? 

Wonõt you come and put faith into action as 



Volume 2 Issue 2  Page 5 

Dear Friends and Loved Ones, 
 We are in our ninth month of missionary life in Singapore.  This month, rather than reporting on our 
students or our ministry, we thought that I would give you a perspective on the cultural adjustment that 
comes with being new missionaries, particularly from the female point of view.  Cultural adjustment is a 
fact of life for missionaries, particularly new ones.  Our cultural adjustment is certainly much easier than 
that of other missionaries, but it is still a factor that we have to address.  Though it is hard to describe the 
emotional adjustments, the factors that drive these emotional adjustments can be put down on paper.  
Mission life can be complex and difficult! 
 Singapore is a beautiful place.  There are nature reserves with dense jungles where monkeys, huge 
ƭƛȊŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀƪŜǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴƻǳǎ όƭƛƪŜ ŎƻōǊŀǎύΣ ǊƻŀƳ ŦǊŜŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǊŎƘƛŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΦ  
Orchids grow wild everywhere along with an abundance of other flowers.  The trees are marvelous, many 
towering over 100 feet in height.  Every morning we awaken to exotic birds, making sounds that we have 
never heard.  Our exposure to variant cultures is also exhilarating.  Visiting the old Malay or Chinese 
sections is a real treat.  In addition, the myriads of street bazaars and shops allow exposure to cultures 
from every part of Asia. 
 But with the beauty of Singapore there are challenges and adjustments that make life quite difficult.  
The first challenge when coming to Singapore is the heat and the humidity.  It is impossible to walk more 
than a few feet without being drenched in perspiration.  Whenever you step out of an air conditioned room 
or car, your glasses immediately steam up, making it impossible to see.  There are no seasons in Singapore 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳŀǘƻǊΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ǎŀȅΣ άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΥ  ƘƻǘΣ Ƙƻǘ ƘƻǘΣ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 
ƘƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ Ƙƻǘ ƘƻǘΦέ 
 !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƴǎŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ  {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ŎŀǊǇŜǘΦέ  bƛƴŜǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ LΣ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǊƛǎŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  Lƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ 
the island you can become overwhelmed by numerous skyscrapers.  Trains, buses, and subways go 
everywhere.  There is a constant sea of people with no slow times, even in the middle of the night. 
Traveling on mass transit is a constant challenge of long lines, crowds and heat. 
 Driving is also quite difficult.  There are no parking places or shoulders on the roads. The streets are 
always bumper to bumper traffic.  They roam and curve throughout the island, changing names and 
directions.  Singaporeans drive on the left rather than the right and the cars have right hand drive.  Once 
you begin to drive on the Singapore streets, you must know exactly where you are going, able to recognize 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎǳǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŀƳŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ 
there is no opportunity to stop and look at a map or ask for directions. 
 9ŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ  !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŝŀǘǎ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƘŀǿƪŜǊ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΦέ  
These are little outdoor cubicles where food of every sort is hawked at passers by.  But the foods are not 
what Americans would call delectable.  What Americans call Chinese food is not real Chinese food.  
Consider soup with chicken feet or fish heads or pork innards!  Prawns are usually eaten whole, with head, 
legs and tail.  And whenever you eat out with the students or faculty members, they invariably pick the 
places that offer the foods that Americans find difficult to consume.  The varieties of fruit are endless.  
Guava, mangos, dragon fruit, papaya and the more familiar varieties are everywhere.  However, we have 
still not had the courage to try durians as this fruit smells and tastes like rotting garbage!  Food in the 
ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ  IŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸнл ǇŜǊ ǇƻǳƴŘΦ  {ƻΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ƛǘΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŜ Ŝŀǘ 
minced pork.  Surprisingly, fresh fish is very expensive also.  Breakfast cereal is only sold in small boxes for 
about $8 per box.  Everything on the island is shipped in.  This means that when you are looking for a 

Creech Report 
Chris and Faith Creech, Converge Singapore 
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particularly food item, it may or may not be available, depending on whether the right ship came in! 
 Singaporeans do not wash dishes or clothes with hot water.  Each apartment has a small, four foot 
square patio where a very small washer is placed that does a downright terrible job of cleaning clothes. 
Everything needs to be ironed.  Above the washer are rows of clothes lines where clothes are dried.  
However, showers are regularly available.  We usually take two or three showers per day. 
 As Chris has mentioned previously, the language is a real struggle.  Though English is the national 
language, most Singaporeans speak English as a second language.  The English dialect is affectionately called 
Singlish.  It is almost impossible for Americans to understand those with a true Singlish accent as it contains a 
series of clicking sounds, with syllables inappropriately divided and accented. 
 Another factor is the Singaporean need to discuss things endlessly.  The need for consensus is evident 
in making even the most minor decision.  This means that meetings are endless drudgery.  It is not 
uncommon for the only thing to be decided at a meeting is when to meet again!  This can be a real challenge 
when there is other, more productive work that remains to be done. 
 The Singaporeans affectionately refer to their country by a couple of quasi affectionate terms.  As an 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜŀƴǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀ άŦƛƴŜέ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŀōƭŜ 
infraction including:  jaywalking, spitting, chewing gum, not flushing a public toilet, and carrying durians (the 
stinky fruit mentioned above) on public transit.  However, the Singaporeans not only endure these 
regulations, they seem to welcome them.  They are quite concerned about the Western mentality of treating 
regulations in a cavalier manner. 
 ¢ƘŜ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜŀƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀ άǉǳŜǳƛƴƎέ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
form everywhere and last forever.  Yet they endure these lines with incredible patience, never complaining 
or demonstrating frustration.  Even going to the Post Office can be a half day affair. 
 But the greatest challenge for a mother and grandmother is separation from family.  We get to talk to 
family members regularly due to the wonders of the internet and the webcam, but there is never enough 
contact.  I find that I not only miss my parents, children, and other family members and friends, but I 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ Ƴƛǎǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άōŜǎǘ ōǳŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  
I cannot describe the yearning I have to be 
with them. 
 Still we know we are in the will of the 
Lord.  It is a privilege to serve Him in 
Singapore.  We are seeing His dramatic 
blessings in our ministry.  Though there are 
challenges and struggles, we know we are 
exactly where we need to be.  There is no 
chance that the difficulties of adjustment to 
missionary life will dissuade us from fulfilling 
the call of God on our lives! 
 There you have it:  a perspective on 
cultural adjustment with a determination to 
continue in the will of the Lord.  I hope I have 
been able to give a slightly different view of 
missionary life than that which comes with 
most missionary prayer letters. 
 

Your friend in Jesus, Faith (and Chris) Creech, 41 Hume Ave. 09 -04, Singapore 598738  cfcreech5@msn.com  

mailto:cfcreech5@msn.com
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Dear Prayer Partners, 
 The MCMC 2009 is now history as of Thursday 18 June at 12:00 noon. Thank you for your 
prayer before, during and now at the end as the participants leave to return to their respective 
ministries throughout the world.  
 Except for several who had very slight colds there was no illness and even the three or four 
who experienced slight colds did not miss any class time. We are very thankful and we thank you for 
your consistent prayer. 
 The Lord, indeed, was with us throughout the month. Lives were changed and prepared to 
serve others through Christ centered Biblical counseling. During the last week of the MCMCC there 
was a crisis (several known to be murdered and others missing presumed to have been murdered as 
well) in one area of the world that touched the lives of several of our participants. We rejoice that the 
training the class had already received was effectively put into practice. 
 We now have 183 of our 2000 personnel trained in Member Care Ministries Counseling. These 
dear saints are serving in nearly every nation of the world. We do thank and praise God for these and 
we thank you for standing with us in prayer. 
 All the electronic equipment functioned without the slightest glitch, which is another praise 
item. 
 We are planning to take three or four days to rest a bit after the month long MCMCC. 
 We now will focus on the folks who are scheduled to come for counseling in July - September. 
Then the new candidates begin to arrive. We will again be involved with the training of the new 
candidates. Tom will do the psychological testing and the initial interviews. Barb and Tom will be 
teaching several of the candidate orientation courses.  
 Barb continues to assist Liz Durben in the Accommodations Department, which keeps her very 
busy. 
 ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ²9/ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ aŜƳōŜǊ /ŀǊŜ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎΦ 
 Rachel, Matt and children (Kayla and Josiah) along with Amber will be coming for a visit, 
ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нфǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ WƻǎƛŀƘΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  
 e do ask for prayer as we are in the process of developing another ministry within WEC that 
will be similar to the MCMCC but will be two weeks in length rather than a full month. We are now 
working with our Leaders in the developmental stages. Lord willing, we will be able to launch the 
ministry in late fall or early winter with plans to hold the first course in the spring of 2010. We need 
wisdom from the Lord regarding the curriculum, the books and other materials. Much of the content 
we will be writing and also using some material from the MCMCC syllabus. Thank you for your 
prayers. 
 We thank God for you dear ones who are faithfully praying for us and supporting us as we 
serve the King of Kings, our Lord Jesus Christ and His servants. 
 
With Joy in Serving Jesus, 
 
Tom and Barb Marks 
Box 1707 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 
Ph: 215-646-2322, Hm. ext. 105; Off. ext. 560 

Marksô Prayer Bulletin 
Tom & Barb Marks, WEC 
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Tom & I would like to take you through a tour of some of our small group ministries and other activities that 
we are involved in at the Nerima church.  Some of the designs are the same that we use on invitations to give 
out to people.  Feel free to use these as little prayer reminders, & may God bless you for your prayers!  
 
Parenting Class: ( A six week course Tom & I teach whenever a group is formed) We had about 10 people 
recently join us for a six-week seminar on the Biblical principles of parenting that we have learned along our 
way as parents.  We had two couples come from the church so that was exciting!  There were some sweet 
times of sharing as we discovered the preciousness of the task given to us, and the help that God has made 
available in wisdom, resources and hope.  At the end of the series we had one mom who is not a part of the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŜƭƭ ¢ƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ άƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎέΦ  Praise the Lord! 
 
Joyful Saturday: (Saturdays 2:00~4:00) This is our weekly outreach to the neighborhood kids.  For Easter we 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜ ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛƎ ά9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŜέΦ ²Ŝ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŜƎƎǎ 
symbolized the empty tomb of Christ, and new life.   ²Ŝ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƪƛǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ϧ  now, 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΦ  We have about fifteen 
children coming regularly from the ages of 4 through Jr. High.  One of the Junior High boys will be baptized 
on May 31st!  Praise the Lord. 
 
Quilting Circle: (Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday afternoons) We have finished our first quilt!  It was a baby 
quilt that we were immediately able to give away to a new baby granddaughter of one our church members.  
²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ 
fast we sew!  Our source is a lady, who works with a fabric store is thinking about ways to become our 
connection to 3rd world needs, as that is where she goes to buy materials. At one recent session we had a 
fourteen year old on the machine and two grandmothers doing the planning out of the quilt!  Success in 
crossing age barriers!  As I suspected, conversations about matters of the heart come out naturally while 
hands are busy and the quilting circle has become a wonderful tool in making people comfortable in sharing. 
Praise the Lord!  
 
YƛƴƎΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴΥ  (Once a month) I have been asked to speak at a local nursing home once a month for their 
devotional time.  I am using the pictures I drew for my six children of wild cats to speak to them of the 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ άǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎέ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦΦ  I am beginning to know some of the people who come and am the 
blessed recipient of a lot of love, warm smiles and handclasps.  They are so sweet, it would break my heart if 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  Pray that His love will break through to their precious hearts! 
 
Drama Club: This is a group that is just now forming.  The script for the first play has been handed out.  It is 
an evangelistic play written around an art dealer and his son.  This group is still in the beginning stages and 
while there are some who are committed to it, it is not well organized yet, so please pray especially for this 
group.  The whole drama idea is a new one and may take some getting used to before it really takes off.  
 
άwŀȅ ƻŦ {ǳƴέ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ  (Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday afternoons) This is a meeting organized by and attended 
by people with emotional and physical needs.  The associate pastor and I attend in a supporting role.  There 
are now about ten who gather to study through Matthew and also share in fun activities together.  Pray that 
they will discover and revel in the power of faith in Christ as well as the peace it brings. 

Ellison Update 
Tom & Marylou Ellison, Converge Japan 
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Perpetua and Felicity Book: (On my mind and desk all the time now!) I would really covet your prayers on 
this one.  hƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘǿƻ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ 
Perpetua & Felicity, the true story of early Christian martyrs from Carthage.   We are hoping to complete it 
and make it available to distribute by Christmas.  They are doing the writing and I am doing the illustrations.  
All the 22 sketches are now done & I have only to add the water color.  It is a very nerve wracking job for me, 
but it is finally getting exciting as I can see the end!  Please pray that God would guide our work and make it 
something that would to honor Him and that He could use for His work. 
 
Our family: Of our six children we still have Erick and Grace (pictured) with us, but by the time some of you 
get this, Erick will have graduated from High School and will be leaving for the US on June 12th.  Pray for him 
in his many adjustments and finding a summer job.  tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘ ōȅŜ όƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ άƻƭŘ 
ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ƘŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊέΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƳǳŘƎŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǿ ŀǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ Ǌǳƴύ  
tǊŀȅ ǘƻƻ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ DǊŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴ άƻƴƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘέ όŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΗύ  We have named her well, 
for that is what she will be to us, and what she will need as she lives with the echoes of her brothers and 
sister.  
 
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΧ9ƭƭŜƴ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜǘƘŜƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƘƛǎ aŀȅΦ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  
Luke has just now changed jobs from Cessna in Wichita, Kansas to NASA Goddard Space Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. Peter has returned from his semester in Lithuania with hundreds of photos and good memories. 
Phil will be counseling at Camp Lebanon for this summer. As you can see there are many changes in our 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΗ .ǳǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǎΧǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ IƛƳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎΦ  
 
With much love and thanks for your faithful support,   
Tom & Marylou Ellison and family 



1 Cedar Grove Lane 
PO Box 662 
Grand Marais, MN 55604 
 

Cornerstone Community Church 

Dear Faithful warriors, 
 This is the last time I will be sending an update from Japan this term.  We will be stateside in a few 
days and settled into a home in a couple of weeks.  Thank you for your faithful prayers these past four years.  
We have done much sowing and tilling this term.  While some harvesting has been done, we expect a much 
greater harvest during our next term, establishing a very Japanese - flavored church with vision and gifts to 
reach their own people without outside assistance/interference.  God is working.  There will be a slight 
change in the format of the WW beginning with this issue.  Rather than have a verse for each request, I will 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻƴŜ άǘƘŜƳŜ ǾŜǊǎŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ 
verse is Isaiah 40:31, but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
 At this moment Barb is cleaning the upstairs with the help of a kind neighbor.  Her son has been in 
.ŀǊōΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΦ  Please pray for Barb to be used of God even today to 
reach Mrs. Kataya.  Also pray for final sorting, packing cleaning to get done in time for our departure. 
Speaking of neighbors, several neighbors have offered their services to get us to the airport.  There will be a 
caravan of cars leaving together on Sunday morning.  God has given us great neighbors and we thank Him for 
them.  Please pray for them ALL to come to know Him.  
 Chris, our firstborn, graduates from High School Friday!! (Thursday 8 pm CDT)  Thank you for praying 
him through the rough times.  Please pray for his future, which includes college in the fall and military 
sometime down the road.  (Jeremiah 29:11, For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.) 
 Please also pray for arrangements regarding housing in the states.  God has provided a place, through 
a family from North Isanti Baptist, and many furniture items.  We still need 3 twin size beds for kids , so 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  
 Our main task for Home Assignment is to visit all of the churches that make up our support team.  We 
would like to schedule those churches farthest from Cambridge, MN first.  Given the current economic 
situation, we need to consolidate trips as much as possible.  This may mean visiting a church on a Tuesday on 
the way to another church on Wednesday.  Or it may be a Saturday evening picnic on the way to a Sunday 
morning service at a nearby church.  We will need the assistance of all of our church leaders to put a 
schedule together that will enable us to visit everyone.  
 We are excited to see everyone and will be in touch.  
 
With Thanksgiving, 
Jeff and Barb Chapman, Converge Japan 


