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living in our shoes 

(which he is), our lives 

become thanksgiving to 

God. 

     Giving thanks then, is 

not merely something we 

do. Giving thanks is 

something we are, when 

our lives our lived fully 

and completely in in the 

presence and power of 

Christ through the Holy 

Spirit. 

     So, how will you give 

thanks this year? How 

about living each 

moment in Jesus’ name? 

How about deliberately 

choosing to reflect the 

c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e 

compassion, and the 

mission of Jesus in every 

word you speak? How 

about turning every 

single second of your 

day over to Jesus, letting 

him turn it into a 

moment in his image and 

by doing so becoming a 

living thanksgiving? 

     He goes on a couple 

verses later, in 3:17, to 

e x p l a i n  h o w 

thankfulness fits into life 

in Christ. He says, And 

whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do 

everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

    Look as what Paul 

says. All of life, when 

lived in the name of 

Jesus, when lived in the 

reality of the very 

present Christ, when 

lived as though Jesus is 

actually present (because 

He is), all of life 

becomes thanks giving. 

When we speak in Jesus’ 

name, do the dishes in 

Jesus’ name, wash the 

car, wake up, sleep, 

work, relate in Jesus’ 

name; when we live each 

moment of each day in 

the character and with 

the motive of Jesus; 

when we live as he 

would live were he 

     November comes and 

our attention turns to a 

cascade of ideas and 

opportunities. Election 

day presents choices to 

make. The International 

Day of Prayer for the 

Persecuted Church calls 

our attention to the plight 

of brothers and sisters in 

Christ around the world. 

Veterans’ Day presents 

s a c r i f i c e s  t o 

a ck n o w l ed ge ,  an d 

Thanksgiving Day opens 

the door to gratitude. 

     Thanks giving is a 

c o m m o n  t h o u g h t 

throughout the New 

Testament. Paul includes 

giving thanks in his letter 

to  t he  Coloss i an 

Christians. He says to 

them, Above all these put 

on love . . . .let the peace 

of Christ rule in your 

hearts . . . and  be 

thankful. Paul considers 

thankfulness as much a 

character trait  for the 

people of faith as love 

and peace. 

Giving Thanks is Living Thanks 
Pastor Dale McIntire 



Present: Pastor Dale 
McIntire, Linda McIntire, 
Valerie Gustafson, 
Sharron McCann, Joel 
Pike, Jim Chupurdia, 
Maxine Chupurdia, and 
JoAnn Mattson. 
 
Absent: John Hay, Mary 
Hay 
 
Maxine Chupurdia 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e 
treasurer's report dated 
10/13/09.  The balance 
in the general fund is 
$17,423.41. The balance 
for all funds is 
(($128,348.95). Year-to-
date giving is $9,396.70 
over the budgeted 
amount. 
M/S by Valerie 
Gustafson, Sharron 
McCann to accept this 
report as presented; 
motion carried. 
 
Board reports: 
 
No CE Ministry Board 
report. 
 
No Elder Ministry Board 
report. 
 
Hospitality Ministry 
Board - Sharron McCann 
 
Sharron submitted a 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t 

evaluating the summer 
Sunday lunches. 
 
Mission Ministry Board - 
Joel Pike 
       A prayer time 
for missionaries was 
held. Joel would like to 
see it done on a 
quarterly basis. 
 The missionary 
wall display is up. 
  c.. Christmas in October 
offering to date is 
$1,095.00. 
 
Outreach & Evangelism 
Ministry Board - Linda 
McIntire 
 Th e  Ad vent 
devotional is in draft 
form and should be 
ready for printing later 
this week. 
 
Service Ministry Board - 
Valerie Gustafson 
 Bob Murray is 
making 'reserved' seat 
signs for the sanctuary. 
 
Trustee Ministry Board - 
Jim Chupurdia 
 Glenn Peterson 
C o n s t r u ct i on  h a s 
completed the warranty 
work. 
  The portable 
coat rack should arrive 
tomorrow and Joe 
Kirkeby will assemble it. 
 

M/S by Sharron McCann, 
Jim Chupurdia to accept 
the board reports as 
given; motion carried. 
 
Pastor's report: 
 P a s t o r  w a s 
contacted by the MBC 
and they would like to 
hold the annual Family 
Gathering at our church 
on Monday, January 11, 
2010 at 6:30. 
 
Old business: 
 
 We need to 
prioritize our 'Special 
Projects Fund' list but 
will wait until we more 
board members present. 
 
New business: 
 
 Discussed church 
secretary situation. 
  A Helping Hand 
need was referred to the 
Service Ministry Board. 
  Sharron McCann 
will come up with a clear 
plan regarding Sunday 
lunches. 
  The Trustee 
Ministry Board is trying 
to gather costs for the 
phase 2 parking lot 
expansion. 
  Jim Chupurdia 
reported that the 2010 
guidelines for the Lilly 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Endowment have not 
been posted as of today. 
 The MBC annual 
meeting will be held at 
Mount of Olives Church 
in Duluth on November 
6 & 7. 

MINUTES (Continued from page 2) 

Coffee After ð Ministry that Everyone Can Do!   
Sharron McCann, Hospitality Chair  
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 Coffee After is part of the hospitality of our church family at Cornerstone. 
The present system has been in place for a little over four years.  First it was at the 
kitchen serving window downstairs in the old building and then it moved upstairs 
to the Upper Room.  The request for treats has always been the same ð finger food, 
homemade or store bought, in the kitchen by 10:15 a.m. on Sunday. One change 
has happenedéwe have gone from needing forty pieces to needing fifty.  

 A sign-up sheet is usually circulated at a quarterly business meeting and 
thanks to many willing people the sheet gets filled up. However, there are people 
who never stay for coffee but always sign up to bring treats. And, there are people 
who always stay for coffee but never sign up to bring anything. If the sign-up sheets 
were published you would notice that the names on the sheet are the same ð 
quarter after quarter. Many, many thanks to all of you who keep Coffee After 
going.  I donõt want these faithful people to quit bringing treats but Iõd like to 
encourage more people to participate in this ministry. 

  Iõll be moving around the Commons for the next two Sundays (Nov. 1 and 
8) with my clipboard and a sign-up sheet. You donõt need to remember what day 
you sign up for because I will call and remind you. You donõt need to serve your 
treat when it is your turn to bring something. There will be people in the kitchen to 
do that.  

  Hang around after worship. One Sunday observing people, and hearing the 
buzz of many conversations, will help you realize the goodness of Coffee After as 
ministry.  I hope youõll share in it by bringing treats and staying to talk with your 
Cornerstone family.  

  And, one more thing, after you pick up your treat and something to drink, 
please move away from the serving counter to talk. If you are talking to visitors 
encourage them to move away with you. Thanks for your help with all of the 
Coffee After details  
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MARKS' PRAYER BULLETIN   

October 2009 

 

Dear Prayer Partners, 

 Our annual staff conference is over. It was a very busy week for Tom as he did 

interviews with the candidates as well as a number of counseling and consultation ses-

sions. It was a very busy time for Barb as well, especially prior to the conference as she 

had to get many of the guest rooms ready to accommodate our workers who came for the 

conference. 

 We continue to develop the new course "Theoformation" we mentioned in previ-

ous Prayer Bulletins. Our USA Directors, along with Caroline Asp, Barb and I are work-

ing on the details of the course. The thoughts, ideas and experience of these four cowork-

ers will, indeed, enrich the course. We think a maximum of 18 participants will be ac-

cepted for each course. We have used phrase "Theoformation Course" and yet it is really 

more than a "course." It is more of a "gathering" (as our former Pastor stated, perhaps that 

is what we will call it - Theoformation Gathering!) with others and a journey with the 

Lord Jesus. It will be three weeks of refreshing and spiritual growth for our missionaries 

who participate. Several of our missionaries have already indicated a desire to participate 

in the first Theoformation Gathering/course and have asked to be notified when it will be 

offered. 

 We are registered for the annual Mental Health and Mission Conference which is 

held in Indiana the 18th - 23. This special event consists of seminars and networking for 

therapists and counselors.  

 We still do not have any word about our friends who were abducted in a Middle 

Eastern country in June. Their respective governments are doing all they can to find out if 

they are still living. Five of these folks were a family, Johannes, his wife, Sabine and their 

three children, Lydia, Anna and Simon. Pray also for Tony, who also was abducted. 

Please remember to pray for Christine, Tony's wife, who was not abducted and is now 

back in the UK. Two other people, both women, were murdered, one from Asia and one 

from Europe and their bodies have been recovered. Thank you for your prayer for all these 

who may still be living, for their relatives and for the relatives of those who were mur-

dered. We are praying that God will continue to be glorified and Jesus will be lifted higher 

in that land as the result of these who may have been martyred for Him. We draw your 

attention to the "Call to Prayer & Fasting" PDF attachment. We will let you know if we 

receive any news from their company. Please also pray for the Nationals who have been 

left and stunned by this vicious act. 

 On October 4 we left for a brief vacation, staying for 5 days at Fairhaven Minis-

tries located at beautiful Roan Mountain, Tennessee. We found that we needed to get 

away from the routine and find refreshment in our Lord Jesus. Indeed, the time of rest at 

Fairhaven was just what we needed. On our way home we stopped in Raleigh, NC and 

had a wonderful visit with Rachel, Matt, Kayla, Josiah and Amber.  

 We arrived back home the evening of the 13th. We have a full counseling schedule 

waiting for us beginning on the 15th. We have a full teaching and counseling schedule 

until Christmas. Then will begin again January 2nd. 

 We thank God for you and your faithful prayer and support for us as we serve the 

King of Kings - our Lord Jesus Christ and His servants. 

Tom and Barb Marks 
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ñYOU ARE WANTED B Y THE FBIò 
 Those would be frightening words in any situation but this one! 

 In todayõs fast paced life where families are being pulled in so many directions FBI seeks to bring the 
whole church family together for an evening of learning the life changing truths of God. The òwhole church 
familyó means just that: singles, couples, parents, children and infants. It is our conviction that when children, their 
families and other adults worship, pray and study the Bible together lasting spiritual results are more likely to 
occur. Children learn as much, if not more, from observing than they do from being told things. When they see 
that their parents and other adults value and participate in Bible studies they are more likely to adopt those 
values as their own.  As one of our children said of his parents, òStudying the Bible on Wednesday isnõt just for 

kids, my parents need it, too.ó 

 

We will be offering four classes this fall:  

Ý An Ordinary Day with Jesusð taught by Pastor Dale. This is an adult class that will investigate what it means 

to live every moment of every day with Jesus. 

Ý A parenting class will be facilitated by John and Mary Hay.  They will be using the video series: òValue 
Packed Parenting-Raising Rock Solid Kids in a Pleasure Driven Worldó by Kevin Leman. Kevin is a Christian  
author and counselor. His lighthearted why of interacting with the audience will keep your attention and 
challenge your thinking. Parents of children of all ages will benefit from the video presentations and the 

discussions afterward. 

Ý Upper and Middle Elementary children will be taught by Jim Churpurdia. The class will center on the Bible 

and what it has to say about the issues all children face in todayõs world. 

Ý PreK-2nd Grade will be taught by Linda McIntire, Maxine Churpurdia and Danielle Fosness. In this class 
there will be hands on leaning centered of God as Creator and Savior. The class will also include all nursery 

children. 

Ý Another aspect of thorough Bible study is the memorization of Godõs word. Each participant will be 
encouraged to participate in the learning of the òAlphabetical Bible Verses.ó  Godõs word is our guide book 

and it is all the more useful and personal when it is hidden in our hearts.  

 For planning purposes it would be helpful to know about how many people to expect. We would 
appreciate it if you could sign up in the foyer, but know that if you donõt sign up, but find you can attend we 

very much want you to come! 

 We hope that you will carve out Wednesday nights at 6:30-7:30 for the nourishing of your spirits in a 
corporate setting. You will be stretched as you learn more of God, others will be blessed through your insights 

as you share and the children who observe your commitment and love for the Lord will benefit greatly. 

 So mark October 21 on your 
calendar. This meeting will be an 
Introduction to the FBI Year. 
Afterwards we will be òbuildingó ice 
cream sundaes. Please feel free to 

bring goodies to share. 

 If you have questions please 

see Linda McIntire or Mary Hay. 

 Family 

 Bible 

 Institute 



The Evangel Volume 2 Issue 6 

Page 6 

The Kasparôs Czech Update, October 09 
 

Dear Friends, 

We couldn’t believe our eyes when it started snowing two days ago, and it’s still here today!  This could make for a very 

long, yet beautiful winter.  During the big snowstorm I spent the night in a cabin in the woods with a good friend 

Honza.  When we awoke the next morning, God greeted us with some beautiful sights.  Luckily we were able to borrow 

a couple shovels to dig out my car! 

 

Church weekend 

Our church had a retreat in September, and two dear friends were baptized during the event!  Bohous (Bo-hosh) is the 

son of our good friends George and Marcela, and I had the privilege of baptizing him with our pastor.  Martina has been 

meeting with Lucie over the past year and will be on our youth group team.  We are excited to see how she is growing in 

her understanding of Christ.  It was neat to see her take this step of choosing to be baptized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Klub Majak  

Our weekly club has started off well!  Majak (lighthouse in Czech) is our church’s name, so Klub Majak is our youth 

group.  There have been about 7 girls each week (with one guy the first week), and we’re still praying for more guys to 

start coming.  We have had a great time playing games and seeing what the Bible has to say about friendship and loving 

each other.  Lucie amazes me with her creative ideas that go so, like making our own Twister game or talking through 

the five love languages.  We recently watched the film “The Devil Wears Prada” at our home, and afterwards girls went through 

Lucie’s old clothes and picked out things they liked for themselves! 

 This weekend we will be at a training event for youth group leaders, and we’re taking three girls from club with us.  Eva, Martina, 

and Sandra are on our team to help lead Klub Majak, and we want to spend extra time with them studying the Bible and planning club ac-
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tivities.  We hope girls attending club now will invite friends 

that will start attending club regularly.  In two weeks we’ll be 

having another weekend cottage for club, and we want to attract 

new kids through this time together.  Especially guys! J  Please 

pray with us for this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucieôs Mom 

Thank you for all your prayers and notes of concern for Lucie’s mom.  Her surgery went very well, and they released her from the hospital 

the next day!  

 

Prayer Requests 

Wisdom in leading Klub Majak and our team of Eva, Martina, and Sandra 

New students to start attending Klub Majak through the weekend cottage that will be Oct.30 to Nov.1.  Especially guys! 

For Lucie and the baby growing inside of her.  Lucie continues to do well! 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Brad and Lucie and a baby on the way! 

EMAIL UPDATE FROM CHRIS CREECH  10 -16-09 

  

Dear Friends and Loved Ones, 

 Please pray for Aaron (not his real name).  Aaron is an Asian, non-Singaporean student at EAST 

who has served as a missionary in Uzbekistan for many years.  He recently went back to Uzbekistan for a 

visit in between terms at EAST.  His report is somewhat dismal.  The church in Uzbekistan is under great 

persecution from Moslems.  There is a possibility that he may not be allowed back in the country after he 

completes his education at EAST.  He is somewhat torn between returning to Uzbekistan and continuing 

his education.  He has a family.  So, the decision will affect them as well.  He has asked the EAST family 

to pray for his family and for Uzbekistan.  I would like to ask you to pray him also.  His story is so typical 

of the students we are teaching at EAST. 

  

Your forever friends in Jesus,  

Chris and Faith in Singapore 



1 Cedar Grove Lane 

PO Box 662 

Grand Marais, MN  55604 

C O R N E R S T O N E  
C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

Find us at: www.cscchurch.com 

Email at: cornerstone@cschchurch.com 


