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happy by fulfilling his 

promise. When God 

“delays” we are prone to 

lose hope, discard faith, 

s u r r e n d e r  t o 

disappointment. 

 The people of 

Hebrews eleven lived in 

a perpetual expectation 

of advent. They know 

Messiah was coming, but 

they did not know when. 

They knew God would 

deliver his people, 

shepherd his people, 

uphold his people, but 

they did not know 

through whom. They did 

not even know if he 

would act to fulfill his 

promise while they lived, 

so they set their hope not 

on God meeting and 

fulfilling their earthly 

desires but on God 

fulfilling His heavenly 

desires in His time 

frame. 

 We live, today,  

i n  a  p e r p e t u a l 

expectation of Christ’s 

second advent, his return 

to establish his kingdom 

on earth once and for all. 

(Continued on page 8) 

closely, and let us  run 

with endurance the race 

that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of 

our faith (Heb. 12:1-2). 

 God’s goal for 

our lives, for the lives of 

those who live by faith, 

is that we will press on, 

in faith, and receive what 

he has promised. That’s 

w h at  t h e  p eo p l e 

described in Hebrews 11 

have accomplished. 

They set God’s promise 

as the foundation of their 

hope and they lived in 

their “present” based on 

what they were certain 

God would do in the 

future, even if they never 

experienced the full 

measure of God’s 

promise in their lifetime. 

They lived by faith in 

future grace. 

 Too often our 

hopes are based on the 

expectation of blessing 

within the limits of our 

lifetime. We have faith 

that God will work 

within the scope of our 

days on earth to make us 

 Read through 

Hebrews chapter 11 even 

once and one thing 

b e c o m e s  q u i c k l y 

apparent, people who 

love God and trust him 

for their loves have no 

lack of adventure! 

 Abel hears from 

God, Enoch walks with 

God, Noah sails with 

God, Abraham follows 

God, Isaac and Jacob 

blessed others on God’s 

b e h a l f ,  J o s e p h 

prophecies for God, 

Moses leads for God, 

Rahab welcomes God; 

and who has time to tell 

of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson,  J ephthah, 

David, Samuel and the 

prophets? 

 These lives and 

their stories are included 

in Hebrews as a bridge 

between this sentence: 

But we are not among 

those who shrink back 

and are destroyed, but of 

those who have faith and 

preserve their souls 

(Heb. 10:39) and let us 

lay aside every weight, 

and sin which clings so 

Advent: Living by Faith in Future Grace 
Pastor Dale McIntire 



Present: Jim Chupurdia, 

Sharron McCann, Joel 

Pike, Pastor Dale 

M c I n t i r e ,  L i n d a 

M c I n t i r e ,  M a x i n e 

Chupurdia, Valerie 

Gustafson, John Hay, 

Mary Hay, and JoAnn 

Mattson. 

 

Chairman John Hay 

called the meeting to 

order and Jim Chupurdia 

opened in prayer. 

 

JoAnn Mattson read the 

minutes from the 

October board meeting. 

M/S by Pastor Dale, 

Linda McIntire to 

approve the minutes; 

motion carried. 

 

T r e a s u r e r  M ax i n e 

Chupurdia distributed 

the treasurer's report as 

of 11/11/09. The balance 

in the general fund is 

$19,061.41. The balance 

for al l  funds is 

($126,360.96). Year-to-

date giving is $10,502.22 

over the budgeted 

amount. M/S by Pastor 

Dale, Sharron McCann 

to accept the treasurer's 

report; motion carried. 

 

Board reports: 

CE Ministry Board - 

Mary Hay 

  a. FBI is going well. 

  b. Children's Church is 

up and running again. 

Elder Ministry Board - 

John Hay 

  a. Elders met last week 

  b. Elders are keeping 

the website up to date. 

  c.. We are having some 

difficulties with our live 

stream. 

 

Hospitality Ministry 

Board - Sharron McCann 

  a. Board met. 

  b. Once a month 

Sunday lunches will 

begin in January. 

 

Missions Ministry Board 

- Joel Pike 

  a. Christmas in October 

o f f e r i n g  t o t a l e d 

$1,295.00 (about $59.00 

per missionary family 

member). 

  b. A missionary friend 

of the Pike's that serves 

in Thailand will share on 

t h e  e v e n i n g  o f 

November 29th. 

  c. The mission board is 

looking into some type 

of further involvement 

with the Lincoln Park 

Church in Duluth. 

 

Outreach & Evangelism 

Board - Linda McIntire 

  a .  T h e  A d v e n t 

devotional is here. It will 

be mailed to 204 

households. 

S 

ervice Ministry Board - 

Valerie Gustafson 

 

  a. Will follow up with 

Bob Murray on reserved 

signs. 

  b. Will follow up on 

Helping Hand fund 

disbursements. 

 

Trustee Ministry Board - 

Jim Chupurdia 

  a. Trustees will meet 

the first Tuesday of 

every month. 

  b. Joe Kirkeby is 

working on the audio-

visual system. 

  c. Grounds clean up has 

been done. 

  d. Have begun the 

paperwork for the 

parking lot expansion. 

  e. Trustees discussed 

the possibility of two 

services, although they 

feel it may be a bit 

premature right now.  

There are many aspects 

to be considered such as 

parking, nursery staffing, 

accompanis t s ,  e tc . 

Suggest possibly a 

month long trial run. 

  f.. The mortgage will be 

p a i d  i n  m o n t h l y 

installments instead of 

yearly, which will save 

us some interest cost. 

  g.. The current pledge 

period ends in 2010 

(mortgage does not). 

Do we need another 

pledge drive? 
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  h. The trustees discussed erecting a 

cross on the outside of the building 

as requested at the quarterly business 

meeting and have not reached a 

conclusion. 

  i. Suggested special projects 

prioritized list: 

1)  parking lot expansion 

2)  new church sign out front 

3)  chairs (to replace metal ones) 

4) cross on the south side of the 

building 

5)  monitor for fellowship hall 

  j. Trustees discussed a church 

secretary and agreed that they should 

advertise for a volunteer before 

proceeding any further. 

M/S by Valerie Gustafson, Maxine 

Chupurdia to accept the board reports 

as given; motion carried. 

 

Pastor's report: 

  a. We are not the people we have 

been in the past and we need to adapt 

to life together in this building. 

  b. Discussion at MBC annual 

meeting regarding the merger with 

Iowa - they will  meet in January 

{editorôs correction: February] to 

vote on it. 

 

Old business: 

  a. Jim Chupurdia reported that the 

Li l l y  Founda t ion  sabbat i ca l 

guidelines may be available about 

December 1st. 

  b. Prioritize special project list: 

1) parking lot addition ($10,000.00 

set aside) 

2) white board for conference room 

(Jim Chupurdia will order) 

3) Church signage 

 Eliminated from the original 

list at this time: desk chair, worship 

CDs and music, lap top computer for 

AV booth, wireless microphones, and 

MINUTES (Continued from page 2) 
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paying off mortgage (already has a 

fund set up). 

 

New business: 

  a.. Calendar updates: 

1) Quarterly business meeting - 

December 20th following a potluck 

dinner. 

2) Church Christmas decorating party 

on Saturday, November 28th at 9:30 

a.m. This is open to everyone. 

3) December 19th - FBI Christmas 

caroling at  Sawtooth Ridges 

Apartments 

  b. Thank you notes - Pastor will take 

care of 

  c. Do we need an assistant financial 

secretary? Need to check with 

Melodee Riddle. 

  d. Joel will research the possibility 

of adding Brad and Lucy Kaspar to 

the mission fund budget. 
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Hill Street News  
 Paul & Ana Hill, (Converge– Argentina) 

 

Drought 

8 months of drought is having its impact on the families in the rural areas, especially in 

Lomitas. Goats are being decimated by the lack of food. Yes, drought also means that 

plants don’t grow. The poor animals just lay down and are unable to get up again. Water 

supplies are also running out, most ponds have only mud left and animals are getting 

stuck in the mud and dying in their desperation for water. This last week the government 

sent water through the irrigation channels and a few of the water reservoirs where the 

animals drink were filled. 

 

This is also time when migrant workers leave home looking for work and with the men 

gone all tasks fall on the women. Most went go to the blueberry harvest and have come 

back discouraged and browbeaten. Now, they are going to other parts of Argentina in 

hopes of finding work. Imagine how difficult it would be for anyone of us if we were only 

able to work 2-3 months of the year, in a society where there is nothing to fall back on. 

The rural area is home because their homes are simple to build and because there they 

have no other expenses, no light, no gas and no travel. Livelihood depends on the 

chickens and goats they can raise. Please, pray with us that the Lord would send rain, 

ASAP! 

  

An incredible family effort!  

Our brother Polo suffered an accident with a wild horse a couple weeks ago and broke a 

couple of ribs, quite a painful experience. As animals began to die his desperation for 

water led him to dig with a shovel a 15 ft well in rock hard dirt. Working with his wife 

Mónica and 12 year old niece, Popi, they not only were able to dig the well but spend 

hours each and every day drawing water out with buckets for the animals, in addition to 

all the other work they already do.  Please, pray for his healing, it is incredible how much 

work he gets done with broken ribs! They are thankful that the water is good enough that 

the animals do drink it and believe it is the hand of God that has provided them with good 

water. The well has enough water for all their needs and has been used for 10 day without 

any signs of drying up, PTL! 

 

For the last 4 years Polo has been cleaning the irrigation ditches and fighting for the water 

rights for the whole area. 60 people have signed a petition requesting he become the 

official irrigation keeper. With the tremendous political maze that exists in this part of the 

world. Please, pray with us that the Lord would work through this maze and provide Polo 

with a stable job. 

  

A tiring but wonderful year  

With the help of two short term teams we have been able to pour the floor and walls of 7 

water tanks. The families in each home, as well as men from each of the homes that have 

or will have a tank, have helped to dig and pour 4500 gal tanks with which they will be 

able to harvest rain water. Only two of them have the lids poured and have had to leave 

the work for later because most men have left the area as migrant workers and we are also 

running low on funds. We praise the Lord for all the help we got and we want to thank 

each one that came down and so generously helped in building these water tanks! 

  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Marriage retreat  

20 couples gathered in a small hotel in Las Termas de Rio Hondo for a marriage retreat that a church from the 

city of Mar del Plata, a coastal city in Buenos Aires, was helping us hold. Intensive work by each couple and 

the inclusion of testimonies blessed the couples that were able to participate. 120+ degree weather and the lack 

of air conditioning and the lack of cold water (all water is thermal) kept us awake most of the time. In spite of 

the difficulties caused by this extreme weather, it was wonderful to see couples talking and working out 

distances and difficulties that the modern world is always hurling at marriages. We thank the Lord for the 

people that came and opened their lives to the power of God and to the impact that spending time together 

each day has in their own lives. When our visitors were safely back home they were grateful for  the time spent 

together and for the blessings that they had received, certain that they will never, ever, ever, come back to 

Santiago during the summer!  

(HSNðContinued from page 4) 

The Kasparôs Czech Update, November 09 

Brad and Lucie Kaspar (Josiah VentureðCzech Republic) 

 

Weekend Cottage 

Many of you asked how our youth group’s weekend cottage went.  It was the best one yet!  For Lucie and me 

personally we enjoyed this one immensely, and we could see that everyone else did too.  The theme for the 

weekend was “Identity”, and everything we did connected to identity in some way.  Students drew pictures for 

a personality test.  We discussed passages from the Bible that address our uniqueness and value in God’s 

eyes.  Everyone made masks and we talked about being real with others and not hiding behind masks.  The 

weekend flew by, and we can’t wait for the next one!  The depth and openness in the group encourages us.  A 

highlight of the weekend for the girls was getting to put their hands on Lucie’s tummy and feel the baby 

kick!  For pictures, check out our website:  www.bradandlucie.com.  

 

Sunday at Majak 

Our youth group meets each Sunday afternoon, and seeing everyone want to stay and hang out together after-

wards is a good sign.  We hope to see these students start attending church on Sunday mornings with us 

too.  Two Sundays ago I gave the sermon in the morning church service, in Czech!  Lucie was a great help in 

working with me on translating my message into Czech, and she even let me practice saying my sermon to her 

beforehand.  What a woman. J  If you want to hear what I sound like speaking Czech, you can listen to the 

sermon I gave!  Just click here and then where you see my name, click “stahnout” to download the sermon. 

 

Financial Need 

We have learned of some changes in our monthly financial support.  My home church in Chicago is going 

through major changes and will no longer be supporting us on a regular basis starting in January 2010.  We 

understand and support their decision, and are very grateful for their sacrificial giving towards our ministry 

over the past 4 years.  This greatly affects our finances, and we now need to raise $950 more per month to be 

at full support.   

(Continued on page 6) 
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A letter is being mailed out soon regarding this, and we want to ask two things of you:   

Pray that God would provide the finances we need. 

Please consider supporting us if you aren’t already, or increasing your support if you are already giving. 

 

If you would like to support our ministry, you can do so online or by filling out the attached form and mailing 

it to Josiah Venture. 

 

So many of you have blessed us with financial support.  Thank you very much!  We know that God will con-

tinue to take care of us, and we’re grateful that we can share this with you. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Praise God for strong friendships forming within our youth group 

More guys to start coming to youth group, and knowing how to prepare the program so that it engages both 

guys and girls 

Finances, that God would provide enough monthly support 

Good health for Lucie.  She’s doing well, but has been on the verge of being sick.  We need to be careful 

she doesn’t try to do too much 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Brad and Lucie and a baby on the way! 

Lucie’s quote of the month:  No one can take from you your relationship with God, not even death. 

 

Home Address: 

Bratri Hlavicu 89 

755 01 Vsetin 

Czech Republic  

Cell:  011 (420) 605-264-436 

E-mail: bkaspar@gmail.com 

Website: bradandlucie.com 

Skype:  bradkaspar 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Progress Report from the Ellisons on Joyful Saturday 

Joyful Saturday: (Saturdays 2:00~4:00) 

This is our weekly outreach to the neighborhood 

kids.  We finished our skit series of Pilgrim’s Progress, The life  

of Christ, and now, for the fall term we have been introducing Jesus’ parables. 

Currently we have mostly Junior Highers coming and just a handful of elementary kids. 

A Tale of Six Girls: 

 Recently the number of children attending weekly has really dropped.  But with the remaining few we are 

getting ready for Christmas for which we will again bake cookies on Saturday the 5th of December and then per-

form a shadow play of Dicken’s “A Christmas Carol” for the program on the 19th of December.   

 On Saturday, the 31st of October, we had an interesting God-sent encounter with six girls.  A little bit of 

history will help understand the situation.  We have had trouble with three 6th graders who have hung around the 

church daily for over a year.  They have been very bad about destroying things.  When they destroyed a cement 

balustrade on the church and then put an object under the wheels of a wheelchair of a disabled lady who comes to 

church in order to make it fall, we were finally driven to not allow them into the church if they were not actively 

in a program.  Being very disdainful of any Christian teaching, they chose to leave.  However they have contin-

ued to look in the windows and “hang about”.  It looks as if their “gang” has now increased to six.   

 Last Saturday during the program time they came to ask for treats for Halloween.  I went into the court-

yard to talk to them.  We told them the treats they saw through the windows were the normal treats we have for 

the kids in the program, and that we were not celebrating Halloween.  They said, “but it’s Halloween…you’re 

supposed to give us treats…you have to give us treats”!  It became evident that the one leader had promised the 

others treats for Halloween if they came to the church.  I told them that the church is not a place that observes 

Halloween. They challenged me by saying,”but you celebrate Christmas, so why not Halloween?”  I asked them 

if they wanted the short answer or the long.  They opted for the long.  So starting with creation and God’s love I 

told them the story of man’s fall, Jesus’ coming at Christmas, His life of love, His death, His resurrection and 

now how we, of the church, believe in him and are saved and are called Christians.  This, I told them is the reason 

that we love and celebrate Christmas, but that Halloween, on the other hand, had nothing to do with this God that 

loves us and whom we love.  They “miraculously” & quietly listened through it all and then there was a very un-

usual silence from them.  Finally the ring leader said…”I don’t believe in a God”.  I asked her why and she said, 

“I can’t see him and it’s stupid”.  Then I challenged them that life would be very difficult for a person if you only 

believed what you could see.  We talked about the wind and then I said “what else can’t you see that you believe 

exists?”  A person’s heart was then mentioned, but at that, the one girl gruffed that surgeons looked at the heart 

all the time…but another girl…the smallest of the group, by the way, challenged her and said.  “That’s not the 

heart we’re talking about…we’re talking about the heart that laughs, cries and gets hurt.”  And I added “and the 

one that gets dirty and sick with the things that we do and say”?  To which they were honest enough to quickly 

acknowledge as true.  I told them again about Jesus who could and would take care of their hearts. 

 The conversation basically ended there with my inviting them to come to the program in the future and 

the leader pulling the group away saying again that she wouldn’t because it was dumb and boring.  I told them 

that we would have many treats at Christmas, including home made cookies, and that they would be more then 

welcome to come then as our guests even if they didn’t come to the program.  Pray with me for these young lives.   

I was able to spend a good 20 minutes sharing the good news with some very “toughened” kids and only Christ 

can pierce their hearts with His love to bring these precious ones into His arms.  They now have a place on my 

Christmas Wish List… Will you put them on yours? 

Love, Mary Lou 



1 Cedar Grove Lane 

PO Box 662 

Grand Marais, MN  55604 

C O R N E R S T O N E  
C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

Find us at: www.cscchurch.com 

Email at: cornerstone@cschchurch.com 

We wait for him to come and keep his promises. We live by faith in future grace. Jesus who came and fulfilled 

the hope of those who waited will come again and fulfill the hope of those who are waiting. In the meantime, 

we live in the present, in the power of the Holy Spirit, under the blessing of God, fully expecting that one day, 

whether in the confines of this lifetime or not, we will experience the 

full measure of the intent for which God called us to faith. We do not 

shrink back today. Why? Because we know Jesus is coming 

tomorrow, or the day after that, or the day after that, or the day after 

that, or the day . . . . 

 It doesn’t matter. Today we live by faith. Today we trust the 

promise of tomorrow. 
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