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LEAP Year: Planning a Sabbatical

Jim Chupurdia, LEAP Team Chairman

LEAP (Lilly Endowment Advance Planning) is the name given to our efforts at
Cornerstone Community Church to obtain a grant from the Lilly Endowment
2010 National Clergy Renewal Program. The grant would provide funding for a
sabbatical leave for Pastor. Approval to prepare the grant application was given
by the congregation at the September quarterly business meeting. Approval of
the actual grant application, once prepared, will be the subject of a future
congregational business meeting. The preparation of the application is being leac
by Jim Chupurdia, Pastor, Heather Kirkeby, Jim Mattson, Irene Laine, and
Andrew Warren.

What is it? The Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program is a
competitively awarded grants program open to Christian congregations. It is a
renewal program for the pastoand the congregation. Pastor and our
congregation will work together to design the renewal program including the
length of the program, pastoral renewal activities, and congregational renewal
activities. One hundred and twenty grants of up to $50,000 each will be awarded.
$15,000 may be used by the congregat
sabbatical absence.

What is the purpose?The purpose of the renewal period is to strengthen
Christian congregations by providing opportunities for pastors to step away
briefly from the persistent obligations of daily church life and to engage in a
period of renewal and reflection. Renewal periods are not vacations, but times for
intentional exploration and reflection, for regaining enthusiasm and creativity for
ministry.

It is also a time for congregational
to the entire congregation. Lay | ead
I n addition, during a pastords absen

on a specific challenge or opportunity.

(Continued on pagé)
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Cornerstone Community Church Board Minutes

Joann Mattson, Clerk December 2009
Present: Maxine togo to camp. Sunday School classnurture the ministry in
Chupurdia, Linda Mclntire, packaged mugs, filled with Grand Portage.
Joel Pike, Pastor DaleElder Ministry Board i candy, for the residents ani There was a service
Mclintire, Valerie JohnHay discussed how to engage i held here on Thanksgiving
Gustafson, Mary Hay, Johr Board met for discussion conversation with someone Eye.
Hay, Jim Chupurdia, and and prayer. you dondét kn 1 Our congregation rang
JoAnn Mattson. o , N _ bells for the Salvation
Absent: Sharron McCann Hospitality Ministry Board Service Ministry Boardi Army red kettles on

T no report Valerie Gustafson December 5 at \‘
Chairman John Hay ! Bob Murray is working Foods.
opened the meeting ancMission Ministry Boardi ¢ n maki ng 1 Pastor took part in the
Joel Pike opened in prayer. Joel Pike signso. local hospice 6

f Beth, a friend of the § Updated wusher andLi f ed on DHEe e mb
JoAnn Mattson read thepikes and missionary tcgreeter lists are done. Vahas offered to be their

minutes from the Thailand shared with us or will redistribute usher and pastora| point guard.
November board meeting November 29 in the greeter instructions O Mcintireos h
M/S by Mary Hay, Maxine morning worship service. ever yoneo6s m Christmas  open  house
Chupurdia that the minutes 9 Two teachers from the Decomber 114t
be approved as read ganisuk English school in Trustee Ministry Boardi q Pastor has been invited
motion carried. Thailand will share in the Jim Chupurdia o set up the Salvation

- . evening service on9q The white board for the Armv kettle at the Grand
I(\j/liaxslr:er i Cé)huut)tgrgla February 7. Econference room has bee Port)allge staff party at G.P.
report. The balance in theﬂ Joel is looking into” ordered. Lodge tomorrow.
general fund is $22,272.13 possibly leading a group ol § The engineering quote

volunteers from our church ' T Pastor has been getting
The balance for all funds is for the parking lot was |5cq) Salvation Army gift

in preparing and serving ¢ higher than expected sc ;
$110,352.86). Yeato- . ) donations read for
Ejate giving i)s $9,261.21 M€l at the Lincoln Park they are working on that.  gistribution. !

over the budgeted amount gﬁm mufglgytheicr:r(]:uerlzgratg] The trustees havg
M/S by Pastor Dale, Jim 5 requested a cost on lot {Qld business:

Chupurdia to accept the
treasurer 6s
motion carried.

1 Joel reported that Brad
' No one hasand Lucy Kaspar,
volunteered for the churct missionaries in the Czech

secretary position.  The Republic, are in need of

Outreach & Evangelism
Ministry Board i Linda

Board reports: Mclq_trllre has b trustees discussed churc support. Joel will make a
CE Ministry Boardi Mary I ere has been SoMigignage. presentation and motion at
Hay very pos't('j"‘? feedbacr M/S by Mary Hay, Valerie the quarterly business
1 Board is in process of , £94ard! ng Gustafson that the ministry meeting in regard to adding

: .~ Advent devotional. There
putting together an activity have

for the middle school age
children.

also  been  som board reports be accepte them to our prayer and
as presented; motion financial support. We had a

donatlons.from those Whe 4 ried. time a prayer, asking God
have received it. . S

1 Mary has been T Th b . for guidance in this matter.
working with the children Christmzrsecar(\;\;iln at tiep astoros repgq jim Chupurdia
on their part in the 9 f He will be meeting reported that the Lily

Christmas program. i;a\ptlr;gri;hon Rsla?u? dea?/ with the SABA pastors on Endowment guidelines are
1 Board is pursuing ideas pacember 18 L Thursday to discuss how _
for the kids to earn money ' they can support, help, an (Continued on pags)
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Cornerstone Community Church
Quarterly Business Meeting
Minutes December 20, 2009

A quarterly business meeting was held
following a potluck dinner. Chairman John Hay
called the meeting to order, shared thoughts on
6raising Goddés childrené,

JoAnn Mattson read the minutes from the
September 20, 2009 quarterly business meeting. M/

S by Mary Hay, Valerie Gustafson to accept the
minutes as read; motion carried.

Maxine Chupurdia distributed the
treasurerdés report. The
$19,451.73. The balance for all funds is

($113,848.26). Through week #29 in our fiscal year,
giving is $9,261.21 over the budgeted amount. M/S
by Jim Mattson, Valerie Gustafson to accept the
treasurerds report as

Board reports

CE Ministry Board i Mary Hay

1 Working on fund raising activities for the camp
fund.

1 The CE Board is in need of volunteers to help
with events for the middle school children.

Elder Ministry Board i John Hay
The elders continue to meet to study scripture and
pray for the congregation.

Hospitality Ministry Board i Sharron McCann
Continuing with their regular ministry.

Missions Ministry Board i Joel Pike

9 Christmas in October offering totaled $1295.00.
9 The missions display is up.

9 Joel asked Pastor to report on the feedback he

Board Minutes (continued from page)
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had received on our chur ch
Hispanic family camp and at the Lincoln Park
Community Church.

9 Joel asked for volunteers to cook and serve a

meal for about 60 at Lincoln Park Community

Ch ur Célebrate Recoveryprogram.

Two teachers from the Santisuk English School in
Thailaéld will be here ig Felerary.

an opene prayer.
Outreach & Evangelism Ministry Board 1 Linda
Mclintire

1 Linda expressed her thanks to those who wrote
for the advent devotional.

b alll AWPRDEONe carolgrsyfram qurchugch sang atithg n ¢

Sawtooth Ridges Apartments last night.

Service Ministry Board 1 Valerie Gustafson

1 The new usher and greeter lists are out. Usher

been

di stributed to everyonebs b
1 New reserved signs are being made for seats.

i There have been some disbursementsfrom the
Helping Hand Fund .

Trustee Ministry Board 1 Jim Chupurdia
1 Warranty items with the contractor have been
taken care of.
1 The mortgage payments are now being paid
monthly instead of yearly.
1 The trustees discussed cross options.
1 Board is working with an engineering firm in
Duluth on the possible parking lot expansion.
9 Discussed the church secretary position i no
one has volunteered. Pastor has requested 8 hours a
week.
M/S by Sharron McCann, Mary Hay to accept the
board reports as given; motion carried.

(Continued on pagé)

out. The core committee of Heather Kirkeby, Irene Laine, Pastor Dale Mcintire, Andrew Warren, Jim Mattson, and Jii

Chupurdia has met.

Jim Chupurdia will ask congregation at the quarterly business meeting on Sunday, if they are interested in hiril

someone to do church secretary duties.

New business:

Discussion regarding the beginning of the Sunday worship service. The ushers will close the doors at 10:30.
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Quarterly Meeting (continued from paga)

Pastordés report:
T Sal vat i onMerdyr @hyisérmas for All
project update.

i Live stream update.

1 Mount Rose ministry.

Old business:

9 Valerie Gustafson reported that the auditors
have completed the audit of the church books.

1 Jim Chupurdia reported that a core team of
Heather Kirkeby, Irene Laine, Pastor Dale Mcintire,
Andrew Warren, Jim Mattson, and himself has met
to review the Lily clergy renewal program
guidelines.

1 Jim Chupurdia reported that the trustee board
recommends purchasing a simple cross for the
south side of the building T no cost estimates yet.

1 Reviewed special projects fund priority list.

New business:

1 M/S by Jim Mattson, Sharron McCann that we
hire a church secretary for the remainder of this
budget year with responsibilities as outlined, to be
reviewed for next years budget. Voting by ballot: yes
- 19, noi 4; motion carried.

9 John Hay presented Pastor Dale and Linda a
Christmas gift from the congregation.

We moved into the sanctuary and Joel Pike shared a
video from Josiah Venture outlining their work. Joel
shared with us several reasons he felt we should add
financial support to Brad and Lucie Kaspar who
serve with the Josiah Venture in the Czech Republic:

We have a preexisting relationship with
Brad and Lucie.

They are young and this could be a long term
commitment.

There is potential for our youth to be
involved in the English camp ministry once they
reach high school.

We (CCC) are not currently connected to
Europe through missionaries. This will broaden our

Volume 2 Issue 8

perspective on Godbés gl obal

M/S by Joel Pike, Jim Chupurdia that Cornerstone
Community Church add $150.00 per month to our
current budget to support Brad and Lucie Kaspar,
serving with Josiah Venture in the Czech; motion

carried.

Mends I nduct.i b |
6:30 PM Mondays

Your soul needs this!

hzxpyO~eSt mwpled
9:30 AM Tuesdays
Cornerstone Conference Room

Turning the Word into Life

Family Bible Institute

Presents

Deeper Connections
The Prayers of Jesus

6:30 PM Wednesdays

/ snét It ti7i me you it oo«

with Jesus?
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Cornerstone Community Church

LEAP (Continued from pag#)

What exactly is the Pastor going to do? What exactly is the congregation going to do during his absence?
What is going to happen when?The LEAP team expects to have a draft program plan for Pastor and the
congregation designed by the end of January. The draft program will be reviewed and discussed in a serie:
small group meetings with the congregation liyAP team members throughout the month of February.
Based on your input, the draft program will be revised in March and reviewed again with the congregatiot
The program will be finalized and fully completed in April and submitted to the congregation for approval in
May. If approved, the grant application will be submitted to Lilly no later than Jufiewih award
notification in late November 2010. The actual renewal period will take place in 2011.

How do | get more information? A question and answer brochure that addresses most common question:
will be available by the end of January. Also, if you have a question please ask onelL&Afeteam
members: Jim Chupurdia, Heather Kirkeby, Jim Mattson, Irene Laine, Andrew Warren, and Pastor. Visit tr
websitehttp://www.clergyrenewal.org/

How can | participate? Prayer is the most important ways you can participate. Pray for wisdom for the
LEAP team. Pray that the grant application process itself will be an opportunity for thoughtful congregatione
introspection and renewal.

In addition, everyone will be encouraged to be a part of the discussion of the renewal plan for both Pastor &
the congregation. There will also be some focused independent team reviews. If you would like to be a part
these, please contact Jim Chupurdia.


http://www.clergyrenewal.org/
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The Kasparos Czech Updat e

Dear Friends,

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Yealay God bl ess your time cel ebr a

We made a video for our home church with a Christmas greeting and glimpse of our life and youtgroup.
watch it, clickherd

Studna

This program is organized by our churchdés denomi
groups. Studna (the Well in English) is comprised of 4 weekend trainings in which students learn about the
essentials of a healthy youth grodpucie is on the board that organizes this event, and | have been attending
it with three girls from our youth group. Martina, Sandra, and Eva are some of the youngest students enrollet
yet they are giving it their best effort, and we are very proud of thiEmely have been very encouraged and
challenged by the passionate faith they see in other students attending this pBejamis a picture of {t)

Eva, Sandra, and Martina, along with evedlyone t a

Sleepovers

Our youth group kids love being together, and sleepovers are a great way to spend more time with
them.We b6ve been wanting them come to church on Sun
church service i s n oluciecamaapwith thre gdeatofhavinga skeepaver ateur t o .
church from Saturday to Sundawe had a great time, and everyone was awake in time for the church service
Sunday morning tooBelow are some pictures from the night playing different games.

(Continued on pag8)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sY-vvKV1xCs
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Tonight Lucie is hosting a sleepover for the girls at our hoBw. friend Marta from church will be there

with Lucie and show the girls how to make sushihen t hey o6l | all talk about
purity. Meanwhi |l e |1 61 | have a sl eep)avckurch, makgriled oheese, guy s
and experiment with chocolate fondue.l ease pray with us for the conv
together.

Financial Support

Many of you have received our support letter by n@veat news came from our home church that they are
taking a special collection for us from now until January, which will help us greatly in the next several
months. We still need to raise an additional $900/month, thovgh.t ached i s a respons.
support us.Consider giving $25/monthlt may not seem like a big help, but if 36 people decided to do it,
wedd be at Praywithlusferthiglpor t !

This Christmas we praise God thaté

éone student has started reading Matthew in the Biband, be
more!

éSandra will be baptized in January!

€l received my permanent residence permit to Ilive in Czec
éour parents take such great care of us, and have helped
éwe can celebrate Christmas with Lucieds parents and brot
éLuciebs tummy is growing fast, and the baby is healthy a
ésnow i s here!

Prayer Requests

A team of adult leaders to help us lead this youth grém@anuary we will meet with potential leaders.

More monthly financial supportOne friend has already responded to this requesdlse God!
Wisdom in deciding what things to focus on this next yéats of new things coming our way.

Peace in Christ,
Brad and Lucie Kaspar (and a baby on the way!)
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’ . Prayer
(Paul & Ana Hill, Convergé Argentina)

Pray for Adriana a single

Praise The Lord and pass the ammunition mother with six children.
After 8 1/2 months of drought it has finally rained in Santiago del Este
PTL. Our first rain was only 20ml but it has rained a couple more times anc . : .
are finally seeing vegetation com ma’OIdf”endSW'thm?mal hou
rain as we did they have gotten more rain and animals are finally finding fo¢ Problems who have finally
traveled to the country after our first rain and was amazed at how green thg opened themselves to the
were, plants that the animals cannot and will not eat. My first reaction was, | gospel.
these salt flat plants can really absorb water effectively, but Polo set my ign
ce straight when he told me that what | was seeing is merely the results of
washing the dust off of the plants. | was also impacted by how many peoplé
out collecting rainwater from puddles for washing clothes; every home had
kinds of clothing hanging out to dry. | never realized that cleanliness is also| 9inning to show its wear
dependant on water! and tear. Pray that we
During out first storm someq might raise the funds to
ne climbed up on a neighboring rq replace it.
& and made a hole in the wall of ¢
. church, and was able to take af
® some of the speakers and walk a
with them. Last night we had a se-
cond storm and not even the iron barns we had installed were able
to keep them out a second time. This time they came prepared and
wal ked away with the all/ churc
large painted number 2, reminding us that this is their second ti-
me. Please, pray for the people who did this that God would work
in their hearts and minds. Please, pray for the church and for a
sound system.

Pray for Hector and Nor-

Pray for our aging vehicle.
12 years of incredible safety
and worry free travel is be-

Lomitas and Ufaj Atun (Uniaj atoon)

Norma and Eduardo faithfully travel every Saturday to Lomitas and have opened a second meeting pla
in UfAaj Atun, just a couple of miles from our Lomitas meeting place. Its proximity to a better road and its
proximity to more homes make it a more strategic place for a church. Please, pray with us as we seek to fix :
regular meeting place and set up a roof structure that will protect us from the most generous Santiago sun, tl
homes we meet in are too small and our meetings and activities are held outdoors. Sunday, 27th we will hav
special Christmas activity with our own small rural choir.

God is good!
A couple of weeks ago a mother showed up for the first time at a meeting with her 7 daughters and sha
red the tremendous need for water they had. Anot

2 days. As | asked around | found out that there were many homes that were struggling to find water and strt
gling to put food on the table. It was a tough drive home that night as | thought about how easy it is in the cit
to get used to having water and food, so plentiful and cheap. By the grace of God we were able to find a 70C
gal tank that fit perfectly into the trailer we have and have been able to haul water to 10 different homes, thel
are more homes waiting for water but time and re sources have been limiting what we can do.

That same weekend | shared in church the words
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you did for one of the | east of these brothers o
regarding how we could help. A week | ater | stoo
people not only donated food but got friends and family to donate as well. A carload of food from another sta
and a monthly supply of stewed tomatoes are some

already traveled with a pick up full of food but have enough for at least another trip!

COMMUNITY CHURCH
Find us at: www.cscchurch.com
Email at: cornerstone@cschchurch.com




