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Inside this issue: 

LEAP  (Lilly Endowment Advance Planning) is the name given to our efforts at 

Cornerstone Community Church to obtain a grant from the Lilly Endowment 

2010 National Clergy Renewal Program. The grant would provide funding for a 

sabbatical leave for Pastor. Approval to prepare the grant application was given 

by the congregation at the September quarterly business meeting. Approval of 

the actual grant application, once prepared, will be the subject of a future 

congregational business meeting. The preparation of the application is being lead 

by Jim Chupurdia, Pastor, Heather Kirkeby, Jim Mattson, Irene Laine, and 

Andrew Warren. 

 

What is it? The Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program is a 

competitively awarded grants program open to Christian congregations. It is a 

renewal program for the pastor and the congregation. Pastor and our 

congregation will work together to design the renewal program including the 

length of the program, pastoral renewal activities, and congregational renewal 

activities. One hundred and twenty grants of up to $50,000 each will be awarded. 

$15,000 may be used by the congregation to fulfill pastoral duties during Pastorôs 

sabbatical absence.  

 

What is the purpose? The purpose of the renewal period is to strengthen 

Christian congregations by providing opportunities for pastors to step away 

briefly from the persistent obligations of daily church life and to engage in a 

period of renewal and reflection. Renewal periods are not vacations, but times for 

intentional exploration and reflection, for regaining enthusiasm and creativity for 

ministry.  

 

It is also a time for congregational renewal. A ñrenewed pastorò brings renewal 

to the entire congregation. Lay leadership will grow during the pastorôs absence. 

In addition, during a pastorôs absence many churches have used the time to focus 

on a specific challenge or opportunity.   

 

(Continued on page 6) 

LEAP Year: Planning a Sabbatical 
Jim Chupurdia, LEAP Team Chairman 



P r e s e n t :  M a x i n e 

Chupurdia, Linda McIntire, 

Joel Pike, Pastor Dale 

M c I n t i r e ,  V a l e r i e 

Gustafson, Mary Hay, John 

Hay, Jim Chupurdia, and 

JoAnn Mattson. 

Absent: Sharron McCann 

 

Chairman John Hay 

opened the meeting and 

Joel Pike opened in prayer. 

 

JoAnn Mattson read the 

m i n u t e s  f r o m  t h e 

November board meeting. 

M/S by Mary Hay, Maxine 

Chupurdia that the minutes 

be approved as read; 

motion carried. 

 

M a x i n e  C h u p u r d i a 

distributed the treasurerôs 

report. The balance in the 

general fund is $22,272.13. 

The balance for all funds is 

($110,352.86). Year-to-

date giving is $9,261.21 

over the budgeted amount. 

M/S by Pastor Dale, Jim 

Chupurdia to accept the 

treasurerôs report as given; 

motion carried. 

 

Board reports: 

CE Ministry Board ï Mary 

Hay 

¶ Board is in process of 

putting together an activity 

for the middle school age 

children. 

¶ M ar y  h as  be en 

working with the children 

on their part in the 

Christmas program. 

¶ Board is pursuing ideas 

for the kids to earn money 

to go to camp. 

 

Elder Ministry Board ï 

John Hay 

Board met for discussion 

and prayer. 

 

Hospitality Ministry Board 

ï no report 

 

Mission Ministry Board ï 

Joel Pike 

¶ Beth, a friend of the 

Pikes and missionary to 

Thailand shared with us on 

November 29th in the 

morning worship service. 

¶ Two teachers from the 

Santisuk English school in 

Thailand will share in the 

evening service on 

February 7th.  

¶ Joel is looking into 

possibly leading a group of 

volunteers from our church 

in preparing and serving a 

meal at the Lincoln Park 

Community Church in 

Duluth for their Celebrate 

Recovery program. 

 

Outreach & Evangelism 

Ministry Board ï Linda 

McIntire 

¶ There has been some 

very positive feedback 

regarding this yearôs 

Advent devotional. There 

have also been some 

donations from those who 

have received it.  

¶ T h e r e  w i l l  b e 

Christmas caroling at the 

S a w t o o t h  R i d g e s 

Apartments on Saturday, 

December 19th.  Lindaôs 

Sunday School class 

packaged mugs, filled with 

candy, for the residents and 

discussed how to engage in 

conversation with someone 

you donôt know. 

 

Service Ministry Board ï 

Valerie Gustafson 

¶ Bob Murray is working 

on making óreserved 

signsô. 

¶ Updated usher and 

greeter lists are done. Val 

will redistribute usher and 

greeter instructions to 

everyoneôs mailbox. 

 

Trustee Ministry Board ï 

Jim Chupurdia 

¶ The white board for the 

conference room has been 

ordered. 

¶ The engineering quote 

for the parking lot was 

higher than expected so 

they are working on that. 

¶ The trustees have 

requested a cost on lot 3 

from the EDA. 

¶ N o  o n e  h a s 

volunteered for the church 

secretary position.  The 

trustees discussed church 

signage. 

M/S by Mary Hay, Valerie 

Gustafson that the ministry 

board reports be accepted 

as presented; motion 

carried. 

 

Pastorôs report:  

¶ He will be meeting 

with the SABA pastors on 

Thursday to discuss how 

they can support, help, and 
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nurture the ministry in 

Grand Portage. 

¶ There was a service 

held here on Thanksgiving 

Eve. 

¶ Our congregation rang 

bells for the Salvation 

Army red kettles on 

December 5 at Johnsonôs 

Foods. 

¶ Pastor took part in the 

local hospice óLight Up a 

Lifeô on December 10th. He 

has offered to be their 

pastoral point guard. 

¶ McIntireôs held a 

Christmas open house 

December 11th. 

¶ Pastor has been invited 

to set up the Salvation 

Army kettle at the Grand 

Portage staff party at G.P. 

Lodge tomorrow. 

¶ Pastor has been getting 

local Salvation Army gift 

donations ready for 

distribution. 

 

Old business: 

¶ Joel reported that Brad 

a n d  Lu c y  Ka s pa r , 

missionaries in the Czech 

Republic, are in need of 

support.  Joel will make a 

presentation and motion at 

the quarterly business 

meeting in regard to adding 

them to our prayer and 

financial support. We had a 

time a prayer, asking God 

for guidance in this matter. 

¶ J i m  C h u p u r d i a 

reported that the Lily 

Endowment guidelines are 

(Continued on page 3) 



out. The core committee of Heather Kirkeby, Irene Laine, Pastor Dale McIntire, Andrew Warren, Jim Mattson, and Jim 

Chupurdia has met. 

Jim Chupurdia will ask congregation at the quarterly business meeting on Sunday, if they are interested in hiring 

someone to do church secretary duties. 

 

New business: 

Discussion regarding the beginning of the Sunday worship service. The ushers will close the doors at 10:30. 

Board Minutes (Continued from page 2) 
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Cornerstone Community Church 
Quarterly Business Meeting 
Minutes    December 20, 2009 
 
 A quarterly business meeting was held 
following a potluck dinner. Chairman John Hay 
called the meeting to order, shared thoughts on 
óraising Godôs childrenô, and opened in prayer. 
 JoAnn Mattson read the minutes from the 
September 20, 2009 quarterly business meeting. M/
S by Mary Hay, Valerie Gustafson to accept the 
minutes as read; motion carried. 
 Maxine Chupurdia distributed the 
treasurerôs report. The balance in the general fund is 
$19,451.73. The balance for all funds is 
($113,848.26). Through week #29 in our fiscal year, 
giving is $9,261.21 over the budgeted amount. M/S 
by Jim Mattson, Valerie Gustafson to accept the 
treasurerôs report as given; motion carried. 
 
Board reports  
CE Ministry Board ï Mary Hay 

¶ Working on fund raising activities for the camp 
fund.  

¶ The CE Board is in need of volunteers to help 
with events for the middle school children.  
 
Elder Ministry Board ï John Hay 
The elders continue to meet to study scripture and 
pray for the congregation. 
 
Hospitality Ministry Board ï Sharron McCann 

Continuing with their regular ministry.  
 
Missions Ministry Board ï Joel Pike 

¶ Christmas in October offering totaled $1295.00.  

¶ The missions display is up. 

¶ Joel asked Pastor to report on the feedback he 

had received on our churchôs involvement in the 
Hispanic family camp and at the Lincoln Park 
Community Church.  

¶ Joel asked for volunteers to cook and serve a 
meal for about 60 at Lincoln Park Community 
Churchôs Celebrate Recovery program.  
Two teachers from the Santisuk English School in 
Thailand will be here in February.  
 
Outreach & Evangelism Ministry Board ï Linda 
McIntire  

¶ Linda expressed her thanks to those who wrote 
for the advent devotional.  

¶ Twenty-one carolers from our church sang at the 
Sawtooth Ridges Apartments last night. 
 
Service Ministry Board ï Valerie Gustafson 

¶ The new usher and greeter lists are out. Usher 
and greeter information sheets have been 
distributed to everyoneôs box. 

¶ New reserved signs are being made for seats. 

¶ There have been some disbursements from the  
Helping Hand Fund . 
 
Trustee Ministry Board ï Jim Chupurdia  

¶ Warranty items with the contractor have been 
taken care of. 

¶ The mortgage payments are now being paid 
monthly instead of yearly.  

¶ The trustees discussed cross options. 

¶ Board is working with an engineering firm in 
Duluth on the possible parking lot expansion.  

¶ Discussed the church secretary position ï no 
one has volunteered. Pastor has requested 8 hours a 
week. 
M/S by Sharron McCann, Mary Hay to accept the 
board reports as given; motion carried. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Pastorôs report: 

¶ Salvation Armyôs Merry Christmas for All 
project update. 

¶ Live stream update. 

¶ Mount Rose ministry.  

 

Old business: 

¶ Valerie Gustafson reported that the auditors 
have completed the audit of the church books. 

¶ Jim Chupurdia reported that a core team of 
Heather Kirkeby, Irene Laine, Pastor Dale McIntire, 
Andrew Warren, Jim Mattson, and himself has met 
to review the Lily clergy renewal program 
guidelines. 

¶ Jim Chupurdia reported that the trustee board 
recommends purchasing a simple cross for the 
south side of the building ï no cost estimates yet. 

¶ Reviewed special projects fund priority list.  

 

New business: 

¶ M/S by Jim Mattson, Sharron McCann that we 
hire a church secretary for the remainder of this 
budget year with responsibilities as outlined, to be 
reviewed for next years budget. Voting by ballot: yes 
- 19, no ï 4; motion carried.  

¶ John Hay presented Pastor Dale and Linda a 
Christmas gift from the congregation.  

We moved into the sanctuary and Joel Pike shared a 
video from Josiah Venture outlining their work. Joel 
shared with us several reasons he felt we should add 
financial support to Brad and Lucie Kaspar who 
serve with the Josiah Venture in the Czech Republic: 

 We have a pre-existing relationship with 
Brad and Lucie. 

 They are young and this could be a long term 
commitment.  

 There is potential for our youth to be 
involved in the English camp ministry once they 
reach high school. 

 We (CCC) are not currently connected to 
Europe through missionaries. This will broaden our 

Quarterly Meeting (Continued from page 3) perspective on Godôs global movement.  

M/S by Joel Pike, Jim Chupurdia that Cornerstone 
Community Church add $150.00 per month to our 
current budget to support Brad and Lucie Kaspar, 
serving with Josiah Venture in the Czech; motion 
carried. 

Menõs Inductive Bible Study 

6:30 PM Mondays  

 

Your soul needs this!  

hzxpyÖ~ęStmwpęd õo¤ 

9:30 AM Tuesdays 

Cornerstone Conference Room 

 

Turning the Word into Life  

Family Bible Institute 

 

Presents 

Deeper Connections 

The Prayers of Jesus 

 

6:30 PM Wednesdays 

 

Isnõt it time you took the time to go deeper 
with Jesus? 
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What exactly is the Pastor going to do? What exactly is the congregation going to do during his absence?  
What is going to happen when? The LEAP  team expects to have a draft program plan for Pastor and the 

congregation designed by the end of January. The draft program will be reviewed and discussed in a series of 

small group meetings with the congregation by LEAP  team members throughout the month of February. 

Based on your input, the draft program will be revised in March and reviewed again with the congregation. 

The program will be finalized and fully completed in April and submitted to the congregation for approval in 

May. If approved, the grant application will be submitted to Lilly no later than June 21st with award 

notification in late November 2010. The actual renewal period will take place in 2011.  

 

How do I get more information? A question and answer brochure that addresses most common questions 

will be available by the end of January. Also, if you have a question please ask one of the LEAP  team 

members: Jim Chupurdia, Heather Kirkeby, Jim Mattson, Irene Laine, Andrew Warren, and Pastor. Visit the 

website http://www.clergyrenewal.org/. 

 

How can I participate?  Prayer is the most important ways you can participate. Pray for wisdom for the 

LEAP  team. Pray that the grant application process itself will be an opportunity for thoughtful congregational 

introspection and renewal. 

 

In addition, everyone will be encouraged to be a part of the discussion of the renewal plan for both Pastor and 

the congregation. There will also be some focused independent team reviews. If you would like to be a part of 

these, please contact Jim Chupurdia.  

LEAP  (Continued from page 1) 

http://www.clergyrenewal.org/
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The Kasparôs Czech Update 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  May God bless your time celebrating Jesusô birth.   

We made a video for our home church with a Christmas greeting and glimpse of our life and youth group.  To 

watch it, click here!  

 

Studna 

This program is organized by our churchôs denomination and is geared towards student leaders in youth 

groups.  Studna (the Well in English) is comprised of 4 weekend trainings in which students learn about the 

essentials of a healthy youth group.  Lucie is on the board that organizes this event, and I have been attending 

it with three girls from our youth group. Martina, Sandra, and Eva are some of the youngest students enrolled, 

yet they are giving it their best effort, and we are very proud of them!  They have been very encouraged and 

challenged by the passionate faith they see in other students attending this program.  Below is a picture of (l-r) 

Eva, Sandra, and Martina, along with everyone taking a test. (itôs been awhile since I was in school J) 

  

Sleepovers 

Our youth group kids love being together, and sleepovers are a great way to spend more time with 

them.  Weôve been wanting them come to church on Sunday morning, but waking up in time for a 9 a.m. 

church service is not something theyôre used to.  Lucie came up with the idea of having a sleepover at our 

church from Saturday to Sunday.  We had a great time, and everyone was awake in time for the church service 

Sunday morning too!  Below are some pictures from the night playing different games.

(Continued on page 8) 
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Tonight Lucie is hosting a sleepover for the girls at our home.  Our friend Marta from church will be there 

with Lucie and show the girls how to make sushi.  Then theyôll all talk about Christianityôs view on dating and 

purity.  Meanwhile Iôll have a sleepover with our guys (all two of them! J) at church, make grilled cheese, 

and experiment with chocolate fondue.  Please pray with us for the conversations weôll have and time spent 

together. 

Financial Support 

Many of you have received our support letter by now.  Great news came from our home church that they are 

taking a special collection for us from now until January, which will help us greatly in the next several 

months.  We still need to raise an additional $900/month, though.  Attached is a response slip if youôd like to 

support us.  Consider giving $25/month.  It may not seem like a big help, but if 36 people decided to do it, 

weôd be at full support!  Pray with us for this! 

This Christmas we praise God thaté 

éone student has started reading Matthew in the Bible, believes all she has heard about Jesus Christ, and wants to know more and 

more! 

éSandra will be baptized in January! 

éI received my permanent residence permit to live in Czech for as long as I want (and just renew the permit every 10 years) 

éour parents take such great care of us, and have helped so much with preparing for the baby! 

éwe can celebrate Christmas with Lucieôs parents and brother! 

éLucieôs tummy is growing fast, and the baby is healthy and kicking! 

ésnow is here! 

Prayer Requests 

A team of adult leaders to help us lead this youth group.  In January we will meet with potential leaders. 

More monthly financial support.  One friend has already responded to this request!  Praise God! 

Wisdom in deciding what things to focus on this next year.  Lots of new things coming our way. 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Brad and Lucie Kaspar (and a baby on the way!) 
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Hill St News 
(Paul & Ana Hill, ConvergeðArgentina) 

 

Praise The Lord and pass the ammunition 

 After 8 1/2 months of drought it has finally rained in Santiago del Estero, 

PTL.  Our first rain was only 20ml but it has rained a couple more times and we 

are finally seeing vegetation come to life. Though Lomitas didnôt get as much 

rain as we did they have gotten more rain and animals are finally finding food. I 

traveled to the country after our first rain and was amazed at how green the plants 

were, plants that the animals cannot and will not eat. My first reaction was, wow, 

these salt flat plants can really absorb water effectively, but Polo set my ignoran-

ce straight when he told me that what I was seeing is merely the results of rain 

washing the dust off of the plants. I was also impacted by how many people were 

out collecting rainwater from puddles for washing clothes; every home had all 

kinds of clothing hanging out to dry. I never realized that cleanliness is also oh so 

dependant on water! 

 During out first storm someo-

ne climbed up on a neighboring roof 

and made a hole in the wall of our 

church, and was able to take apart 

some of the speakers and walk away 

with them. Last night we had a se-

cond storm and not even the iron barns we had installed were able 

to keep them out a second time. This time they came prepared and 

walked away with the all churchôs sound system leaving behind a 

large painted number 2, reminding us that this is their second ti-

me. Please, pray for the people who did this that God would work 

in their hearts and minds. Please, pray for the church and for a 

sound system.  

 

Lomitas and Uñaj Atun (Uniaj atoon) 

 Norma and Eduardo faithfully travel every Saturday to Lomitas and have opened a second meeting place 

in Uñaj Atun, just a couple of miles from our Lomitas meeting place. Its proximity to a better road and its 

proximity to more homes make it a more strategic place for a church. Please, pray with us as we seek to fix a 

regular meeting place and set up a roof structure that will protect us from the most generous Santiago sun, the 

homes we meet in are too small and our meetings and activities are held outdoors. Sunday, 27th we will have a 

special Christmas activity with our own small rural choir. 

 

God is good! 

 A couple of weeks ago a mother showed up for the first time at a meeting with her 7 daughters and sha-

red the tremendous need for water they had. Another mother shared that in her home they hadnôt eaten food in 

2 days. As I asked around I found out that there were many homes that were struggling to find water and strug-

gling to put food on the table. It was a tough drive home that night as I thought about how easy it is in the city 

to get used to having water and food, so plentiful and cheap. By the grace of God we were able to find a 700 

gal tank that fit perfectly into the trailer we have and have been able to haul water to 10 different homes, there 

are more homes waiting for water but time and re   sources have been limiting what we can do.  

 That same weekend I shared in church the words of Jesus in Mathew 25, ñI tell you the truth, whatever 

Prayer 

Pray  for Adriana a single 

mother with six children.  

Pray  for Hector and Nor-

ma, old friends with marital 

problems who have finally 

opened themselves to the 

gospel.  

Pray for our aging vehicle. 

12 years of incredible safety 

and worry free travel is be-

ginning to show its wear 

and tear. Pray that we 

might raise the funds to 

replace it. 

 



you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for meò and asked the church to pray for a week 

regarding how we could help. A week later I stood in awe as I saw how God had touched peopleôs hearts, our 

people not only donated food but got friends and family to donate as well. A carload of food from another state 

and a monthly supply of stewed tomatoes are some of the donations of people from outside the church. Iôve 

already traveled with a pick up full of food but have enough for at least another trip! 

 

(Continued from page 9) 

1 Cedar Grove Lane 

PO Box 662 

Grand Marais, MN  55604 

C O R N E R S T O N E  
C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H 

Find us at: www.cscchurch.com 

Email at: cornerstone@cschchurch.com 


