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 The greatest determination, the fiercest competition, the maximum energy  

marks the end of the race, not the beginning. At the end every ounce of 

concentration is focused on attaining the goal and winning the prize. Runners 

who lose their concentration, fail to increase their energy output, surrender their 

determination lose. As we approach the final chapter of Hebrews, we dare not 

lose. We have come too far, seen too much to fade away now. 

 This last chapter describes life in the fast lane of faith. Persevering 

Christians who take to heart the message of this book continue in brotherly love. 

They open their lives to others in hospitality and sympathy. They increase their 

commitment to personal purity and godly contentment. Faith-filled, faithful 

Christians do not fade away into the shadows of culture, trying to be more like 

the world, but step outside the confines of their culture and fully identify with the 

radical Jesus, crucified, buried, and risen again. 

 Believers, true believers, reject strange and diverse teachings and feast on 

the glorious word of God. They look for their fulfillment not in the glitter and 

gold of this world, not in the applause of men, but in the favor and grace of God. 

Heaven is their home. This world is just the bus stop on the journey where they 

spend their layover. 

 Obedience and joy and prayer and shameless, guiltless consciences mark 

these men and women as real runners with winning in mind. And what will they 

receive? ñNow may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip 

you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is 

pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever. Amen.ò 

Down to the Wire: Making the Most of Hebrews 13 
Dale McIntire, Pastor 

LEAP Update       Jim Chupurdia, LEAP FROG (Fully Reliable Organizer Guy)  

 

The LEAP team continues its efforts on preparation of the Lilly Endowment grant application. Enclosed in 

this monthôs Evangel is the question and answer brochure promised in last monthôs Evangel. Presentations for 

congregational discussion and input on the sabbatical plans for pastor and the congregation are on schedule for 

February. Please be sure to attend one and provide your views! 



Cornerstone Community Church Board Minutes 
Joann Mattson, Clerk      January 2010 
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Present: Joel Pike, John Hay, Joe Kirkeby, Pastor Dale McIntire, Linda McIntire and JoAnn Mattson 

Absent: Sharron McCann, Mary Hay, Jim Chupurdia, Valerie Gustafson,  and Maxine Chupurdia 

 

Chairman John Hay called the meeting to order and Pastor Dale opened with prayer. 

 

JoAnn Mattson read the minutes from the December 15, 2009 board minutes. M/S by Pastor Dale, Joel Pike to 

accept the minutes as read; motion carried. 

 

No treasurerôs report. 

 

Board reports: 

CE Ministry Board ï Mary Hay submitted a written report, read by John Hay. 

¶ The FBI parenting series is over. Those attending are exploring options of continuing to meet with parents 

of young children. 

¶ A sledding, pizza, and movie party for middle schoolers is scheduled for February 17th from 2:30 to 7:30. 

¶ CE Board is working on finalizing a fundraiser for the camp fund ï considering a breakfast fundraiser for 

February 14th or 28th. 

¶ There is a need for nursery help. Some Sundays, no one needs nursery care but we still need to staff it. 

Thank you for all who do give their time. 

 

Elder Ministry Board  ï John Hay 

¶ The elders met for discussion and prayer. 

¶ Okayed vacation time of April 12-19th for Pastor Dale. 

 

Hospitality Ministry Board  ï Hospitality Board served the meal for the MBC Family gathering on January 

11th. 

 

Missions Ministry Board ï Joel Pike 

¶ The church decided at the last quarterly business meeting to support Brad and Lucy, missionaries to the 

Czech Republic. 

¶ A few people have come forward to volunteer to assist Joel in preparing and serving a meal for the 

Celebrate Recovery program in March. 

 

Outreach & Evangelism Board ï Linda McIntire 

¶ Organized Christmas caroling at the Sawtooth Ridges Apartments in December. 

¶ Their board met for discussion and exploration to facilitate outreach. 

¶ Will be writing an article on outreach for the next Evangel. 

 

Service Ministry Board ï no report 

 

Trustee Ministry Board  ï Joe Kirkeby, reporting 

¶ There was no Trustee Board meeting in January, but monthly meetings will resume in February. 



¶ The price for Lot 3 (which we have right of first refusal on) is $65,000. As was stated in the bulletin, the 

church did not offer a purchase agreement to the EDA for Lot 3. 

¶ The new white board has arrived. It will be installed by Jim Mattson in the near future. 

¶ The parking lot has been sanded once this winter at a cost of $140. 

¶ The projector in the sanctuary will be removed in the few next weeks and sent in for repair to fix the green 

screen problem. This will cost about $450. 

¶ New computer and software have been purchased for the sanctuary. Total cost was $593. 

¶ Three applications from the church family for the position of church secretary have been reviewed. Julie 

Viren and Joe Kirkeby will interview the candidates starting tomorrow. If there is a qualified person, their first 

day of employment will be Tuesday, January 26th. The position will pay $12 per hour and the days of work 

will be Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 hours each day. 

¶ The parking lot expansion planning is underway. A member of the church family has agreed to clear the 

land and grade. The trustees are in the process of putting together a Storm Water Protection Plan.  Due to the 

high price of the engineering firmôs estimate, and their lack of desire to adjust their basic design process, the 

trustees will attempt to put together their own plan. This will be similar to the process used to get approval 

from the MPCA last time. We will also need approval from the EDA and to get the necessary permits. 

The wax for the kitchen and bathrooms floors has arrived at 1010 Interiors. 

M/S by Joel Pike, Linda McIntire to accept board reports as given; motion carried. 

 

Pastorôs report 

LEAP team requested that the Elder Ministry Board reappoint a worship committee to get involved in planning 

worship services. 

Heather Kirkeby will coordinate Stalemate concert. 

Pastor will be gone the first week of February for a Pastorôs conference and grief support group training. 

 

Old business: none 

 

New business: Visitor welcome packets ï refer to Service Ministry Board. 

 

A time of prayer. 

Adjourn. 
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Menõs Inductive Bible Study 

6:30 PM Mondays  

 

Your soul needs this!  

hzxpyÖ~ęStmwpęd õo¤ 

9:30 AM Tuesdays 

Cornerstone Conference Room 

 

Turning the Word into Life  
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Email Update  (Chris and Faith Creech) 

January 4, 2010 
  

Dear Friends and Loved Ones, 

 

 This update I want to share a simple story about one of our students.  Her name is Linda (not her real 

name).  She is a student from Ch+n+.  A couple of weeks ago, we began to notice that something was not right 

with her.  She seemed to be loosing a lot of weight and appeared to be somewhat confused.  Faith and I began 

to investigate what was happening to her.  Since Asians will not share problems or shortcomings with others 

(and they will never ask for money), the task was not easy.  However, we were able to uncover the problem 

through persistent investigation.  We learned that Linda's total monthly income, from a church in her country, 

is $500.  She cannot work in Singapore due to her Visa requirements.  Her rent for a small, very modest room 

is $400.  Her utilities are $60-70.  She has no school expense as she has a 100% scholarship.  However, her 

total income for transportation and food is $30-40 per month (food is very expensive in Singapore-reasonably 

her food expenses should be at least $200 per month).  She had come to Singapore by faith to study for her 

future ministry in her own country.  To make ends meet, Linda was not eating! 

  We want you to know that this need for Linda has been met.  We are NOT asking for anyone to support 

her.  It is a good that our students have to trust the Lord for their support.  But what we want you to understand 

is how our students sacrifice in order to be here.   

  Our great concern is that there are other Lindas out there that we do not know about.  Please pray for 

discernment as we continue to serve the Lord among some of the most faithful Christians we have ever 

known.   

 Verse of the week:  "He who gives to the poor will never want, but he who shuts his eyes will have 

many curses."  Proverbs 28:27 

  

All our love in Jesus, 

Chris and Faith in Singapore 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW CHURCH SECRETARY!  

Hello!  My name is Danielle Fosness. I am thrilled to be the 

new church secretary for Cornerstone Community Church.  I 

was blessed to have been raised by Christian parents and 

accepted Christ into my life at the age of six. I had the added 

benefit of a godly brother and sister who helped me grow and 

mature in my faith. My husband and I were married in August 

2007. After my husband received his degree in May 2009, we 

moved here to Grand Marais where my husband is employed 

with the Forest Service. I am pleased to share that my 

grandfather, Emmett Streblow, was the pastor of this church 

from 1945-1952. Years before knowing that I would live in 

Grand Marais, I had always wished to visit the church my grandfather once pastored. Now that we are here, 

my husband and I feel blessed beyond measure to be a part of this congregation. My office hours at the church 

will be 1 - 5 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please feel free to call me with any questions you may have or if 

you need any information about events or ministries in the church. I praise God for this opportunity to serve 

Cornerstone in this way and look forward to greeting you all personally. 
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The Kasparôs Czech Update, January 2010 
 

Dear Friends, 

We hope you had a great Christmas and New Years.  They were over before we knew it.  Hereôs whatôs been 

happening recently in our livesé 

 

Sleepovers 

Several days before Christmas we had a sleepover for the youth group.  Girls were at our apartment, learned 

how to make sushi, ate Christmas cookies, and talked about the Christian view on dating and purity.  Guys 

were at the church, made grilled cheese, chocolate fondue, played outside in the snow, and talked about all 

kinds of things.  We are encouraged by the studentsô openness to talking and desire to learn more.  Most of 

them are hearing about Christianity for the first time, so Christianityôs perspective on life is new to them.  Itôs 

relieving to know we can find our identity in Jesus Christ, who loves us no matter what, instead of searching 

for it in friends, school, success, or other things that are uncertain.  Below are some pictures from the sleep-

overs.  To see more, check out our website:  www.bradandlucie.com. 

 

Baby Shower 

Baby showers are not typical in Czech, but that needs to change, so we had a surprise baby shower for 

Lucie!  The youth group brought all kinds of gifts for baby Kaspar, and everyone greeted Lucie with soccer 

balls under their shirts. J  We played lots of baby games, my favorite being ñDirty Diaperò, a variation of 
ñHot Potatoò using a diaper filled with chocolate pudding!  The students look forward to helping us take care 

of the baby, which is fine by us. J   

 

http://www.bradandlucie.com
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(Continued from previous page) 

Small Groups 

Our students need to start learning more about the basics of 

Christianity, and doing so at club each week isnôt enough.  We 

want to form small groups for them to be a part of where they 

can study the Bible together and have the time to ask questions 

and go deeper into the topics studied.  There is a great lesson 

plan made by Josiah Venture that weôre going to use in small 

groups, called Elements.  It explains the basics of Christianity 

in 10 lessons, and has been translated into Czech as well!  We 

hope to have two girls groups and one guy group, so please 

pray with us that students will respond well and that these 

groups will be a place for great growth and change in their 

lives. 

 

Financial Support 

Thank you for your response to our need financially!  We have been very encouraged by your desire to support 

us.  God is showing us how well He can provide, and He has amazed us by your generosity.  We only need to 

raise an additional $630/month now to be at full support.  Attached is a response slip if youôd like to support 

us.  Thank you for your prayers in this. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Students to plug into these small groups and start going deeper in their faith as Christians. 

Full financial support; God continues to provide what we need and we are very thankful for this! 

Lucie and baby Kaspar; the due date is Feb.17, so it wonôt be long now!  Please pray for Lucie as she 

hasnôt been sleeping well lately. 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Brad and Lucie and a baby on the way! 

 

Home Address : 

Bratri Hlavicu 89 

755 01 Vsetin 

Czech Republic  

Cell:   011 (420) 605-264-436 

E-mail: bkaspar@gmail.com  

Website:  bradandlucie.com 

Skype:   bradkaspar 

 

mailto:bkaspar@gmail.com
http://www.bradandlucie.com/


1 Cedar Grove Lane 

PO Box 662 

Grand Marais, MN  55604 

C O R N E R S T O N E  
C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

Find us at: www.cscchurch.com 

Email at: cornerstone@cschchurch.com 


